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Human models of animal eye disease 
 
   While the debate about the use of animals in 
research involves more and more members of the 
veterinary ophthalmology community, it’s 
important to recognize the value of comparative 
studies done on spontaneous models of different 
species while respecting ethical principles.  
   In light of well-defined data on comparative 
anatomy  and pathophysiology  it’s possible  to  
apply outcomes of medical research carried out on 
humans also to other species.  
   Every day we use on animals instruments, 
surgical techniques, and therapies studied to treat 
human eyes. 
   More species may benefit from medical research, 
new technologies and treatments. Retinal gene 
therapy and corneal collagen cross-linking are just 
two recent examples. Ocular surface disorders 
affecting millions of people give another chance to 
study spontaneous human models of animal 
disease. 
   A small balance to compensate the much we owe 
to animals.  
 
Claudio Peruccio 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Colleagues of ISVO, 
 
It is my great pleasure to announce that the final 
winner of the ISVO scholarship for 2018 is Dr. 
Benjamin Reynolds from Australia. 
Congratulations! He will have 2-weeks of clinical 
training and 2-weeks of laboratory training at 
North Carolina State University under Professor 

Freya Mowat. Moreover, he will partake in the 
ongoing project examining cone distribution in the 
American Black Bear retina. We hope that this will 
be a fantastic training opportunity for Dr. Reynolds 
and that he gains extensive knowledge on the 
recent advances in veterinary ophthalmology. 
There were four candidates who applied for the 
scholarship at this time. It was very difficult for the 
committee members to select the final candidates 
because all candidates already had good 
experience in veterinary ophthalmology.  
If you read Dr. Alexandra van der Woerdt’s 
comments, you can understand it.  
 
“The purpose of the scholarship is to give somebody an 
opportunity to advance their knowledge in veterinary 
ophthalmology. Something they would not be able to do 
without the scholarship. In other words, a veterinarian 
from a remote country of the world wishing to improve 
his or her knowledge of veterinary ophthalmology and 
bring that knowledge back to his or her country is an 
excellent candidate. Somebody who has already 
completed an internship and is trying to get an 
ophthalmology residency by doing some research 
somewhere and looking for funding for that is not a good 
candidate for this scholarship”.   
 
For the 2019 ISVO meeting in Beijing, Drs. 
Christine Heinrich, Claudia Hartley, David Maggs, 
David Wilkie, Gil Ben-Shlomo, Gillian McLellan, 
Ingrid Allgoewer, and Ron Ofri have been invited 
to give lectures for 3 days. The scientific program 
is almost completed. The organizers would like to 
make the first step in helping to advance veterinary 
ophthalmology in China through this meeting. The 
secondary goal of this meeting is to improve the 
visibility and importance of the ISVO’s role in Asia 
and to continue to develop the ISVO’s role as a 
bridge-builder across ophthalmology groups 
worldwide. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Kangmoon Seo 
President, ISVO 
Seoul National University 
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Thanks to generous sponsorship of Acrivet 
(now under the head company of Bausch and 
Lomb), ISVO is in the position again to offer travel 
scholarships to 3 aspiring ophthalmologists per 
year who wish to spend one month of study in a 
centre of ophthalmic excellence.  
 

The scholarship covers tuition, travel and 
subsistence costs up to $2,500 per person. The one-
month training is expected to be completed within 
12 months after the scholarship has been awarded. 
The awardee will also receive a complimentary 
one-year subscription to the journal Veterinary 
Ophthalmology, generously donated by the 
American College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists.  
 

The Scholarship is open to veterinarians who 
are not currently enrolled in an official 
ophthalmology training program. Applicants 
must be members of the ISVO (either individual 
members, or members of organizations who are 
organization members of the ISVO).  

 

The ISVO typically offers 3 scholarships per 
year divided among two calls. The first 
application deadline each year is usually April 1st 
(with an announcement made prior to the ECVO 
meeting) and the second on September 1st (with an 
announcement made prior to the ACVO meeting). 
Applications should be e-mailed to 
sandra.vanderwoerdt@amcny.org. Further 
information can be obtained from our website: 
http://isvo.info/scholarship 
 

Applications should include: 
1. A full curriculum vitae. 
2. A plan of the study to be undertaken, including 
a statement to justify the necessity for the 
application for funding. 
3. A letter from the ophthalmologist at the host 
institution supporting your application. 
 

Selection of the successful applicant will be 
made by members of the ISVO Executive 
Committee and any decision will be final. A one-
page report detailing what has been learned 
during the externship and your future goals is 
expected within a month after completing the 
externship.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

     
 

 
 
 

OptiGen  
is now part of  

Mars Petcare/Wisdom Health 
Sue Pearce-Kelling and Dr. Katie Lytle 

May 21, 2018 
 

In April of this year, OptiGen was 
acquired by Wisdom Health™, a unit of Mars 

Petcare. Many of The Globe’s readers are familiar 
with OptiGen, the DNA testing laboratory 
specializing in inherited eye diseases in dogs. 
Founded 20 years ago by board certified veterinary 
ophthalmologists, Drs. Gustavo Aguirre and 

Gregory Acland, OptiGen began as a spinoff from 
their research discoveries while at Cornell 
University’s College of Veterinary Medicine. Some 
of their research team’s discoveries, e.g. the 
mutations causing prcd-PRA and CEA/CH 
mutations, have proven to be extremely 
widespread across a variety of breeds and are 
among the most widely recognized ocular 
concerns for purebred dog breeders.  
 

For its part, Wisdom Health is perhaps best 
known as the world leader in canine genetic 
testing. They have offered breed ancestry testing to 
dog owners and veterinarians for the past 10 years 
and are nearing the millionth ancestry result mark. 
Over the past three years, Wisdom Health has 
expanded their offering to include genetic disease 
testing and now offers a direct-to-consumer test 
that includes over 150 diseases in dogs (Wisdom 
Panel Health, $149.99). For individuals concerned 
with producing healthy litters, they offer a breeder 
product, which tests for over 180 diseases in dogs 
and 40 diseases in cats while also providing 
insights about the genetic diversity of the tested 
individual and potential mates (dog $129.99 and 
cat $99.99). Hence, by leveraging their scale and 
custom Illumina microarray chip, the veterinary 
and pet-owning communities are able to obtain a 

mailto:sandra.vanderwoerdt@amcny.org
http://isvo.info/scholarship
https://shop.wisdompanel.com/products/wisdom-panel-health
https://shop.wisdompanel.com/products/wisdom-panel-health
http://www.mydogdna.com/
http://www.mycatdna.com/
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more complete genetic profile of inherited 
disorders at a much lower cost.  
 

The commitment to research and 
discovery that has been a defining feature of 
OptiGen’s history will remain strong under the 
new leadership. To highlight the research 
commitment, the Wisdom Health team along with 
collaborators at theUniversity of Helsinki recently 
published a paper in PLOS Genetics by Donner et 
al., Frequency and distribution of 152 genetic 
disease variants in over 100,000 mixed breed and 
purebred dogs. Among other findings, a variety of 
mutations known to cause inherited eye diseases in 
certain dog breeds were shown to be considerably 
more widespread than was previously thought, 
e.g. an additional 18 dog breeds were identified as 
carrying the prcd-PRA mutation. Thus, veterinary 
ophthalmologists are encouraged to continue to 
contact OptiGen with any cases of interest to learn 
how to submit samples to the research program. 
   

For the time being, relatively little will be 
changing in the daily operations and services 
offered by OptiGen in Ithaca, NY. We hope to 
consolidate the majority of the tests into the single 
panel format and expect that tests such as prcd-
PRA and CEA/CH will be available in one or more 
of the product versions in the not too distant 
future. Certain other tests, e.g. RD/OSD for 
Labrador retrievers, due to their technical 
constraints, will continue to be performed at the 
OptiGen laboratory.  
 

Through this new partnership with 
Wisdom Health, we hope and expect that 
OptiGen’s history and mission of preventing 
blindness in dogs through research and DNA 
testing will remain strong and continue to be 
successful. We are excited to be able to bring 
together two teams focused on quality in a way 
that benefits our patient population, the people 
that love them, and those caring for them. We look 
forward to our on-going collaboration with 
veterinary ophthalmologists and welcome your 
input on how we can best support you. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                             

 
 

We are all used to admiring the best blend of 
colours and shapes while looking at the iris or 
examining the fundus of the animals’ eyes, but the 
beauty of nature is visible everywhere around us. 
We can find it in the unlimited variety of flowers 
blossoming, or in the birds’ feathers - visible signs 
of the alphabet nature uses to communicate and 
guide living creatures. Flowers attract most of us 
but just a few of us have the ability to grow them, 
maintain a floral setting, and also know the 
taxonomic rank used in their biological 
classification. 
 
 

 
 

 

The Orchidaceae, for example, are one of the 
largest families of flowering plants, with about 
28,000 species and 763 genera of orchids. Care 
requirements may vary from type to type. 
 

 
 

 
A good reason to ask Gustavo Aguirre’s advice for 
growing orchids indoor. Because Gus is not only 
the scientist we all know, he is also an expert on 
orchids care. 

http://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgen.1007361
http://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgen.1007361
http://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgen.1007361
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Q. You have beautiful orchids in your home.  
Which is the one you like more and recommend to 
colleagues sharing your passion? 
 
A.  Best to begin simple and get 'hooked' on orchids 
before moving to more exotic varieties.  The genus 
Phaelanopsis (orchid in window above) is easy to 
care for. It comes in multiple varieties and colors 
and are easy to care for.  
 

 
Phaelanopsis genus 

 
 

Q. There are orchids of different size and colour.  
Which are more delicate and need special care and 
environment? 
 
A.  The lady slipper orchid subfamily, 
Paphiopedilum, are beautiful and apparently fragile 
orchids. However, they seem to thrive in our home, 
and don't require any special care. After having my 
first one 1.5 years ago, and seeing that it bloomed 
almost continually for 1 year, I plan to add many 
of these to the collection. 
 

 
Paphiopedilum subfamily orchids 

 
Q. Could you suggest some tips for growing 
orchids indoors, especially regarding watering, 
light exposure, temperature etc… 
 
A.  Plants in my house or greenhouse have 
adjusted well with limited problems. Wintertime 
temperatures of 600F in greenhouse, and 670F in 
house. Summertime in high 80's-90's in 
greenhouse, and 740F in house. In the greenhouse, 
these temperatures are well tolerated especially if 
there is good air circulation when hot. I water 1-
2x/week depending on season (winter-1x/day), 
and always mist the roots (not the crown of 
Phaelanopsis otherwise the crown will rot).  Light 
should be filtered, at least for the orchids I have, 
even when I place them in an outdoor orchid rack 
for the summer.  
 
Fertilizing can be a problem especially when it is 
overdone. From October-February, orchids are 
fertilized once every 4-5 weeks with 1/2 strength 
'Jack's Classic Orchid Special' (30-10-10), and full 
strength weekly for the rest of the year until flower 
spikes appear.  
 

 
 
I switch to 'Jack's Classic Orchid Bloom Booster' (3-
9-6) full strength during the entire bloom period-
this prevents the loss of flower buds and prolongs 
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the bloom period. I am trying other fertilizer 
combinations and it is too early to tell although 
they appear comparable. 
 

 
 
Q. Any tricks based on your personal experience to 
prevent or treat diseases of orchids? 
 
A.  Have good air circulation at all times, and never 
bring to house/greenhouse any plants that have 
scales on the leaves or white fluff accumulating on 
and around the leaves. I wish I had followed those 
simple rules recently as I am fighting what 
hopefully is not a losing battle with mealybug and 
scale. When more than a few plants are involved, 
all plants, orchids and otherwise, should be 
treated. 
 

 
Orchid mealybugs 

 
Q. How would you suggest someone starts 
growing orchids indoor?  

A.    Begin with a healthy Phaelanopsis sit back and 
enjoy as the bloom will usually last 3-4 months, 
often more. Two of my Phaelanopsis have been in 
continuous bloom for 1.5 years; one is shown in the 
picture on the top right of the first page. When the 
last bloom drops, then cut the flower spike one ring 
above the base, and go back to routine  

 
Phaelanopsis genus 

 
Q. Do you have memories of special orchids you 
saw while visiting other countries ? 
 
A. In Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and Cuba I saw many 
orchids in their natural environment. They were 
healthy and happy, and it made me jealous that 
there you can have plants grow naturally all year 
round. 
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American College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists (ACVO) 

49th Annual Conference 
September 26-29, 2018 

Minneapolis, MN, USA 
 

www.ACVOconference.org 

 

Registration is now open through the end of 

August. We cordially invite you to join 1,000+ 
veterinary ophthalmology industry experts at the 
49th annual conference of the American College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists, in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. This cutting-edge scientific conference 
brings together approximately 900 veterinarians 
and technicians who represent the best in 
veterinary ophthalmology around the world. The 
ACVO conference draws attendees and vendors 
from over 30 countries and is held in the United 
States annually. 
 

The 2018 schedule is being developed, and more 
information will be posted as speakers and 
programs are confirmed. The program will 
provide 17-22 hours of CE for the general 
conference, including the following: 
 

• Keynote Speaker, Douglas Rhee, 
"Overview of the new medications, 
lasers, and surgical devices in Human 
Glaucoma" 

• In-Depth Speaker:  Dr. Simon Pot, 
“Corneal Cross Linking” 

• 150+ scientific presentations and posters 

• Vitreous Session Keynote – Dr. Rob 
Devenyi, MD: “The Angus II Bionic 
Retinal Implant” 

• Teaching/Learning Meeting 

• Career Fair (NEW! To bring together 
residency programs, candidates and job 
promotions) 

• Residents' Workshop (advancements, 
diagnosis, treatment of equine eye 
diseases) 

• Sunday Avian Ophthalmology course 
focusing on raptors, including on-site 
teaching/touring of the Raptor Center at 
University of MN  

• AVOT (Technicians’ course 2 days) 

• Practical Ophthalmology for General 

Practitioners' course – Eight topics 

• 60+ ophthalmology specific companies in 
our daily vendor show  

 

We also include some networking opportunities 
including a welcome reception with vendors, 
Friday social, ACVO Vision for Animals 
Foundation Party and Auction off-site, 
photography competition (with prizes), 'fun run' 
and more. 
 

Attendee registration closes early this year due to 
an earlier conference, it is open through August 
27th. We offer discounted fees for verifiable 
residents, interns and students. All ACVO 
attendees will gain immediate free access 
(included with registration) to online 
presentation recordings for the year they attend.  
 

Purchase on-line access to searchable, video 
recordings of previous year’s sessions! 
 

 (View a sample on-line presentation. Order 
session access. 
 

AVOT attendees may now register through the 
ACVO system for their conference.  
 

We hope you will be able to join us at a conference 
in the future. Please read more about those dates 
and locations below. 
 

Stacee Daniel 
ACVO Executive Director 
 
 
 

https://www.visionforanimals.org/event/purple-rain-party/
https://www.visionforanimals.org/event/purple-rain-party/
http://www.acvoconference.org/registration-details-1
http://events7.mediasite.com/Mediasite/Play/270dfd9c00a64470a3719b22fac6a8911d
https://processing.matrixamc.com/machform/view.php?id=74851
https://processing.matrixamc.com/machform/view.php?id=74851
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More information about the 
2018 ACVO conference at:  www.acvo.org 

 
 
 

Future ACVO Conferences 
 

 
The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua • Maui, Hawaii . 
November 6 – 9, 2019 
 
 

 
Boston Park Plaza • Boston, MA 
September 23-26, 2020 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Join us in Hong Kong in 2018 

to learn about glaucoma in 

Veterinary Ophthalmology and  

the latest equipment 

 

http://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/index.jsp 

 

 
Hosted by: 

Asian Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
 

Dr. Derek Chow 
+852 9023 4757 – dwyc@vsh.com.hk 

 
 

Where East and West Intersect. 
 

A former British colony, Hong Kong has 
developed from a small fishing village in the 1800s 
into a dynamic and thrilling 21st century 
cosmopolitan metropolis. It is the hub of southern 
Asia, a fusion of eastern and western cultures, and 
offers no shortage of places to go and things to do 
for every member of the family. 
 
This year, AiSVO has invited Dr Hans 
Westermeyer, BSc, DACVO, Assistant Professor at 
the North Carolina State University, North 
Carolina, United States of America. Apart from 
teaching the students, interns and residents, he 
also conducts research. One of his research 
interests is the modulation of scarring after 
glaucoma valve surgery. 
 
The major theme this year is Canine Glaucoma. 

http://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/kapalua-maui?scid=c49a91fd-5812-4864-b033-c01fcf185b0e&ppc=ppc&pid=rztbppc&nst=paid)
https://www.bostonparkplaza.com/
http://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/index.jsp
mailto:dwyc@vsh.com.hk
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Other diplomats from the Asian College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists will also present 
their latest research and case studies in canine 
glaucoma.  
 

Registration Fee 
Early Bird until 31 Aug US$180 
Standard Fee US$220 
Special Rate for Students US$120 
Registration Fee for half a day 9am-1pm US$80 

 

 
 

 

 
 

British Association of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists  

(BrAVO) 
Autumn meeting 

November 9th to 11th, 2018 
Edinburgh, Scotland (UK) 

 

The BrAVO committee is thrilled to announce our 
upcoming meeting to be held from November 9th 
to 11th in beautiful Edinburgh Scotland.  The three 
day program concentrates on Equine 
Ophthalmology, and BrAVO has invited three of 
the world's most celebrated equine 
ophthalmologists to lecture, to wit:  Brian Gilger 
(USA), Dennis Brooks (USA), and Andy Matthews 
(UK). 
 

The three days of lectures include a variety of 
topics from “Equine Heterochromic Iridocyclitis – 
An Emerging Disease”, “Managing Equine Ocular 
Emergencies” as well as “Corneal Surgery” on the 
Friday; and then “Nonulcerative Keratopathies of 
the Horse”, “Fungal Keratitis – Diagnostics, 
Treatments and Outcomes”, and “Delivery 
Options for Long-term Medication” on Saturday. 
Sunday will begin with the BrAVO AGM followed 
by further lectures on glaucoma and cataracts in 
horses.  
 
As usual, a number of industry sponsors will be 
present to share their information with us.   

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME 

 
 
FRIDAY 
08.30-9.30   Registration and coffee 
09.30-10.15 ERU – diagnostics and pathology –  
                    B Gilger 
10.15-11.00 ERU – treatment - B Gilger 
11-11.30      Coffee 
11.30-12.30 Heterochromic iridocyclitis – an  
                    emerging disease? – B Gilger 
12.30-02.00 Lunch 
02.00-03.00 Managing equine ocular    
                    emergencies – D Brooks  
03.00-03.45 Corneal surgery - D Brooks  
03.45-04.15 Coffee 
04.15- 05.00 Panel discussion- pre purchase  
                     examination lesions Gilger/ Brooks/   
                     Knott/ Hartley/ Andy Matthews 
 
SATURDAY 

08.30-09.30 Registration and coffee 
09.30-10.15 IMMK 1 – B Gilger  
10.15-11.00 Nonulcerative Keratopathies of the  
                    horse including stromal abscesses,   
                    linear keratopathy, SCC etc – D Brooks 
00.11-11.30 Coffee 
11.30-12.30 Abstracts 
12.30-02.00 Lunch 
02.00-03.00 Fungal keratitis – diagnostics,   
                    treatments and outcomes – D Brooks 
03.00-03.45 Andy Matthews- a review. 
03.45-04.15 Coffee 
04.15- 05.00 Delivery options for long term  
                     medication – B Gilger  
 
SUNDAY 

09.00-09.30 AGM 
09.30-10.15 Lecture 
10.15-11.00 Glaucoma – D Brooks 
11.00-11.30 Coffee 
11.30-12.15 Cataracts 1 - diagnosis, significance –  
                    B Gilger 
12.15-01.00 Cataracts 2 surgery – D Brooks 
 
More details (hotel, registration, social 
program) will be posted at the BrAVO website as 
available: http://www.bravo.org.uk/  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.bravo.org.uk/
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SOVI – FALL MEETING 
Italian Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 

November 10-11, 2018 
Cremona, Italy 

 
Diseases of the eyelids: the thin line between 

ophthalmology and dermatology 

 
Official language: Italian 

 
Speakers: 
Francesco Albanese, DVM, Arezzo 
Antonella Vercelli, DVM, Dipl CES, Torino 
 
 
 
Saturday November 10th, 2018 

09:00  Registration 
9:30  Approach to diseases with exclusive 

eyelid involvement (interactive clinical 
cases) 

11:00  Coffee break 
11:30  Approach to diseases that usually involve 

the eyelids only (interactive clinical cases) 
13:00  Lunch and exhibition 
14:00  Approach to diseases of other body areas 

that may involve eyelids too (interactive 
clinical cases – part 1) 

15:30  Coffee break 
16:00  Approach to diseases of other body areas 

that may involve eyelids too (interactive 
clinical cases – part 2) 

17:30  Discussion 
18:00 End of day one 
 
Sunday November 11th, 2018 
9:00  Clinical case presentations from the SOVI 

members 
10:30  Coffee break 
11:00  Clinical case presentations from the SOVI 

members 
12:00  Delivery of attendance certifications and 

closure of the meeting 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Australian and New Zealand College of 
Veterinary Scientists (ANZCVS) 

Ophthalmology Chapter 

 
An invitation to attend the ANZCVS 

Ophthalmology Chapter Interim Meeting 
Dates: March 22nd - 24th 2019 

Chateau Yering, 42 Melba Hwy, Yering 
Victoria, Australia 

 

 
 
The Program will have a focus on glaucoma, and 
we have secured Dr Gillian McLellan Dip ECVO 
Dip ACVO from University of Wisconsin Madison 
as guest speaker. 
 
Chateau Yering is situated in the Yarra Valley 
approximately 60 minutes drive from Melbourne. 
The Yarra Valley is home to many beautiful 
wineries, restaurants, resorts, outdoor activities, 
Healesville Sanctuary (part of Melbourne Zoo) and 
more.  See https://visityarravalley.com.au  for 
more information on the region. 
 
More details of the Program to follow in the future. 
 
For more information contact: 
Dr Simon Hurn:  shurn@allanimaleyes.com 
 

 
 

 
 

https://visityarravalley.com.au/
mailto:shurn@allanimaleyes.com
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European College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists (ECVO) 
 2019 ANNUAL MEETING 

23rd – 26th May, 2019 
 

Antwerp, Belgium 
 

 

 
 

Main topic: Genetic Diseases 
 

 

 
 
 

For more information: www.ecvoconference.org 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

2019 CLOVE Meeting in Bogotá 
 

 
Central Bogotá Skyline 

 
CLOVE  - The Latin American College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmology - will have its Tenth 
Biennial Congress next year (2019) in Bogotá, 
Colombia (date to be determined). CLOVE was 
founded in 2000, in the city of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, and currently has 32 diplomates.  
 
Bogotá, the Capital District of Colombia, is the 
financial, commercial, artistic and cultural center 
of the country. Located in the central part of 
Colombia, it is the third highest capital in South 
America, at an average of 2,640 meters (8,660 ft) 
above sea level. Green areas surrounding Bogotá 
are perfect for eco-tourism, with mountains, parks, 
and waterfalls.  
 

 
Páramo de Sumapaz – A National Park of Colombia, near Bogotá 

 

http://www.ecvoconference.org/
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Our last meeting in Brasilia, Brazil, brought 
together over 260 veterinarians between general 
practitioners and specialized professionals from 
Brazil, Argentina, Colombia, Peru, Chile, and the 
Dominican Republic. We expect another fantastic 
event in 2019 and will be honored to host 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists from all over the 
world as attendees and colleagues.  
 

 
Páramo de Sumapaz – A National Park of Colombia, near Bogotá 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

EyeFest 2018 
August 11-12, 2018 

Sharonville, Ohio, USA 

 
 

 
 

More at:  www.animaleyeinstitute.com/eyefest 
 

 

http://www.animaleyeinstitute.com/eyefest
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European Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 

ESVO Annual Meeting 

Prague, Czech Republic  

11-14 October 2018 

& 

 
East European Society of Veterinary 

Ophthalmology 

 

Dear colleagues,  

The Prague and Czech Group of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology are very honored to host the 
European Veterinary Ophthalmology Conference 
2018 which will be a joint event of the European 
Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology and East 
European Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology.  

The main topic of the ESVO Meeting in Prague 
2018 will be “Retina and Vitreoretinal Surgery” 

In October 11th-14th 2018, Prague will be the 
meeting point for veterinary ophthalmologists 
wishing to learn the latest high level information. 
You can expect a Hereditary Eye Disease session 
with many challenging slides and interactive 
explanations of hereditary eye disease and breed 
predispositions including ECVO Manual News.  

You can look forward to hearing the main 
conference speakers, Joe Wolfer and Adolfo 
Guandalini. Joe Wolfer’s, DVM, ACVO Diplomate, 
main professional interest is retinal surgery, and he 
is one of only a few veterinary ophthalmologists in 
North America who provides surgical care for 

patients with retinal detachment. Adolfo 
Guandalini, DVM, PhD, ECVO Diplomate, is 
member of HED committee of the ECVO, involved 
in the gonioscopy subcommittee for the new 
system. Joe and Adolfo, pioneers in vitreoretinal 
surgery, will present a scientific view of case 
selection and vitreoretinal surgery step by step 
including complications and long term prognosis.  

The top-class workshops are prepared for you on 
Sunday. Don’t miss the opportunity to attend 
updated vitreoretinal surgery course on Eyesi 
surgical simulator and many more.  

A State of the Art Lecture on “Innovations in 
Ophthalmic Surgery” will be presented by Pavel 
Stodulka, MD, PhD, Chief Surgeon from GEMINI, 
Czech Republic.  

News approaches to vitreoretinal diseases 

amongst other topics will be presented in a two 
and a half-day scientific program including oral 
presentations and a poster session from which the 
abstracts will be printed in Veterinary 
Ophthalmology.  

During all congress days, sponsors and exhibitors 
will present to you the most recent innovations in 
the veterinary ophthalmology market. A cordial 
social program brings you an unforgettable time 
right in the historical part of Prague including a 
gala dinner close to the Prague Castle and Charles 
Bridge. If you feel tired of science, you can enjoy 
walking through the romantic lanes of the 
historical center, and try the Czech cuisine and 
taste the famous Czech beer. Be sure, there are 
many reasons to come.  

Please enjoy the ophthalmology conference, enjoy 
Prague, and enjoy the hospitality of this country 
and its friendly people.  

See you in Prague  

Jiri Beranek  

 

 

Chairperson of ESVO/EESVO Conference 

 

°°°°°° 
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ESVO Prague 2018 Scientific Programme 

 
Thursday October 11, 2018 - Continuing 

Education Day (CE Day) 
 
Speakers: Dr. Adolfo Guandalini and Dr. Joe   
                   Wolfer  
 
13.00-14.00   Registration and sponsor exhibition 
14.00-14.30   Welcome opening 
 
14.30-15.30  HED session – ECVO Manual   
                       News (Dr. Adolfo Guandalini) 
15.30-16.30  Lecture: HED session with slides   
                       with voting system – Dr. Adolfo   
                       Guandalini & Dr.Joe Wolfer 
16.30-17.00   Coffee break, sponsor exhibition 
17.00-18.00  Lecture: Clinical case discussion –   
                       general cases with updated   
                       approaches – Dr. Joe Wolfer & Dr.   
                       Adolfo Guandalini  
18.15-19.00   Welcome Reception  
 
19.00 h Social programme 
 
 

Friday October 12, 2018 – Main Programme – 
Retina and vitreoretinal (VR) surgery 

 
Speakers: Dr. Adolfo Guandalini and Dr. Joe 
Wolfer  
 
09.00- 9.30   Registration (poster hanging) 
 
09.30-10.30  Lecture: VR surgery in the dog; Step   
                      by Step (Dr. Joe Wolfer) 
10.30-11.00  Coffee break, sponsor exhibition and  
                      poster session 
11.00-12.00  Lecture: RD genesis…from the  
                      vitreous to the retina (Dr. Adolfo   
                      Guandalini)  
12.00-12.30   2 oral communications 
12.30-13.00   ESVO ABM 
13.00-14.30.  Lunch, sponsor exhibition and poster  
                      session  
14.30-15.30  Lecture:  Post-operative care of the  
                     retina patient (Dr. Joe Wolfer) 
15.30-16.00  Lecture: Transpupillary diode laser  
                      prophylactic retinopexy (Dr Frederic  
                      Goulle) 
16.00-16.30  Coffee break, sponsor exhibition and  
                      poster session 
16.30-17.30  Lecture: Rhegmatogenous vs non  
                      rhegmatogenous RD (Dr. Adolfo   
                      Guandalini) 

  
19.30 h Social programme: Departure by bus to Gala 
dinne 

Saturday October 13, 2018 – Main Programme 
 
Speakers: Dr. Adolfo Guandalini and Dr. Joe 
Wolfer 
 

09.30-10.30   Lecture: Complications of VR surgery  
                       (Dr. Joe Wolfer) 
10.30 -11.00  Coffee break, sponsor exhibition and   
                       poster session 
11.00-12.00   The State of the Art lecture –  
                       “Innovations in ophthalmic surgery”   
                       (Dr. Pavel Stodůlka) 
12.00-12.15    ESVO Research Grant 2017 
                       presentation 
12.15-13.00    3 short communications 
13.00-14.30    Lunch, sponsor exhibition and poster  
                       session  
14.30-15.30    Lecture: …from diathermy to  PPV… 
                       brief history and development of RD   
                       surgery in Veterinary  
                       Ophthalmology (Dr. Adolfo  
                       Guandalini) 
15.30-16.00    2 short communications 
16.00-16.30   Coffee break, sponsor exhibition and  
                       poster session 
16.30-17.30   Lecture:  Pseudophakic VR surgery; 
                       Trial by Fire (Dr. Joe Wolfer) 
17.30-18.00   Closing ceremony and ESVO awards  
 

Sunday October 13, 2018 WETLABS 
 

Wet lab on vitreoretinal surgery with simulators 
Updated corneal surgery wetlab using 
biomaterials 
 
More information at: www.esvo.org 
                                      www.eesvo.org 
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International Equine Ophthalmology 
Symposium (IEOC) 

Vancouver, BC Canada 
June 6-8, 2019 

 

 

IEOC recently held its 10th anniversary symposium 
in Reykjavik, Iceland. We hosted a record number 
of attendees, ~120. This is a fun, intimate meeting 
filled with many opportunities to share ideas, 
treatments and topics that are relevant today. 
Diversity abounds - about ½ of the attendees are 
from the EU, Australia, and the East; the rest 
typically attend from Canada and the US. If you 
haven’t attended the symposium in the past, this is 
a must-try for equine practitioners! All attendees 
become members, and members always receive a 
‘meeting pearls’ summary and complimentary 
proceedings of the meeting the week following the 
event.   

 

The 2019 Symposium will be held in Vancouver, 
BC Canada. Similar to Iceland, it is one of the 
highest demand meeting locations in the world. 
The city is just beautiful and the hotel is located in 
downtown providing immediate access to 
shopping, night life, and culture. Just a couple 
steps away from the hotel, the acclaimed Stanley 
Park awaits outdoor enthusiasts; bikers, runners, 
hikers, beach-goers and shoppers. Whale watching 
(orcas) is popular in the summer in Vancouver, and 
Victoria Island is also a day trip away or a fun 30 
minute helicopter ride if you’d like to treat 
yourself.  

The program will be developed over the fall and is 
announced on www.equineophtho.org. Email us 
with any questions, office@equineophtho.org .  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.equineophtho.org/
mailto:office@equineophtho.org
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Past President (and Treasurer/Secretary):      
 David Maggs (USA) 
 djmaggs@ucdavis.edu 
 

President: Kangmoon Seo (Korea Rep.) 
kmseo@snu.ac.kr 

 
President Elect:  Gil Ben-Shlomo (USA) 

gil@iastate.edu 
 

Members: Jiri Beranek (Czech Republic) 
jiri.beranek.cz@icloud.com  

     
Allyson Groth (Australia) 
allysongroth@gmail.com   

 
Chung-Tien Lin (Taiwan) 
ctlin@ntu.edu.tw 
 
Adriana Teixeira (Brazil) 
drilt@hotmail.com  

 

°°°°° 

 

 
 
 
International Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
(ISVO) www.isvo.info 
 
American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(ACVO): www.acvo.org 
 
European College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(ECVO): www.ecvo.org 
 

European Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
(ESVO): www.esvo.org 

 
Latin American College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists (CLOVE): www.cloveonline.org 

 
Japanese Society of Comparative and Veterinary 
Ophthalmology (JCVO):  www.jscvo.jp 
 

British Association of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(BrAVO): www.bravo.org.uk 
 

European School for Advanced Veterinary Studies: 
www.esavs.net 
 

British Small Animal Veterinary Association: 
www.bsava.com 

 

International Veterinary Information Service (IVIS): 
www.ivis.org 

 

°°°°° 
 
 

 
  

A reminder to all ISVO members and subscribers 
to The Globe Newsletter to please check that their 
membership is current.  
 

Joining the ISVO and renewing your 
membership is now easily accomplished online at 
the ISVO website (www.isvo.info). The ISVO 
subscription year runs from January to December, 
with any new subscriptions or renewals paid in 
November or December carrying over 
automatically to the next calendar year.  If you 
have not used the website subscription page to 
complete a renewal during the last 12 months, then 
you are overdue, and we would be grateful if this 
could be attended to at the first convenient 
opportunity.   

 
     The current individual dues are US$25 per 

annum (payment via PayPal). For group 
registration, please contact the Secretary. 

 

 The ISVO Secretary-Treasurer (Dr. David 
Maggs, at UC Davis, USA) keeps up-to-date 
records of paid up subscriptions and can be 
contacted if you are uncertain as to when you last 
paid your dues.  

(djmaggs@ucdavis.edu)  
 

 The Newsletter Editor will continue to Email 
The Globe to all financial members of the ISVO, at 
least three times per year.  
 

David Maggs 
Secretary-Treasurer ISVO 
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