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At the start of a new year each of us makes
resolutions for a better family and professional
life. A positive proactive attitude is the way to
react to the daily negative inputs we experience in
all countries, the secret to feeling forever young.
Thinking about future ISVO strategy, I list a
couple of New Year’s resolutions: increase the
number of affiliated organizations and, with a
worldwide perspective, play a sentinel role to aid
in the understanding of emerging eye diseases.
We already have members in all veterinary
ophthalmology institutions, they are our
messengers within their groups, they can help us
to grow and mature.
We examine the eyes of thousands of animals
and perceive epidemiological changes, first in one
country, soon after in other places in a patchwork
or more diffuse distribution. Year after year we
identify emerging diseases of genetic, infectious,
environmental or unknown origin.
Retinopathies we see in Europe in Malinois,
Border collies, Flat-coated retrievers are also seen
in the United States and elsewhere. SARDs is now
a major cause of blindness for dogs worldwide.
Ocular surface diseases are the emerging plague
for animals and humans, with the role of
environmental factors under debate.
ISVO can help by establishing an “observatory”
of
interested
members
and
country
representatives. The Globe is always available to
publicize information and promote international
cooperation.
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Have a healthy, peaceful, and positive 2018.
Claudio Peruccio

Dear ISVO members,
First, I would like to say that I am deeply honored
for this opportunity to serve as President of ISVO.
I feel a strong sense of responsibility and am well
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aware of the expectations and responsibilities
that come with this important position.
The previous executive committee members have
accomplished many important projects; therefore,
this executive team will carry on with those
projects and will continuously strive to move the
ISVO forward for the next two years.

ophthalmology, and will enable us to strengthen
our Society as a whole. In addition, for those ISVO
members who have traveled only to Europe or to
the United States for conferences, we will provide
a motive to travel all around the world to attend
these ISVO conferences. We would like to ask the
ISVO members for their active participation and
interest. I have no doubt that working together to
spread the word about the ISVO, our mission, and
our vision will help us move forward and
embrace what lies ahead.

I believe that the role of the ISVO is to serve as a
link to connect the globally dispersed Veterinary
Ophthalmology Associations, thereby providing
the opportunity for each association to grow both
intellectually and physically through these
connections. Moreover, by extending and sharing
our knowledge to countries where the field of
Veterinary Ophthalmology has yet to develop, we
will be able to achieve our goal of relieving
animals from ocular diseases at a global level.

Last but not least, I would like to express my
deepest gratitude to Drs. Peter Bedford, Bruce
Robertson, Sandra van der Woerdt and Felipe
Wouk for their dedication and devotion as past
Executive Committee members; to Dr. Claudio
Peruccio, Editor of the Globe, and to the Assistant
Editor, Dr. Bianca Martins.

In order to accomplish these goals, the ISVO,
serving as a link to connect the different
associations, began to accept group memberships.
Currently, there are six affiliate oganizations, and
through this change we were able to form
stronger ties with each other. In addition, with the
support from AcriVet and Bausch-Lomb, we
selected students who did not have the
opportunity to study ophthalmology in their
native country and provided opportunities for
them to train at some of the best institutions
worldwide. Moreover, with the support from
ACVO, we provided these students with a oneyear subscription to the Veterinary Ophthalmology
Journal. I believe that all of these great
achievements are those of the past executives.

Kangmoon Seo
Professor
College of Veterinary Medicine
Seoul National University, Korea

Thanks to generous sponsorship from Acrivet
(now acquired by Bausch and Lomb), the ISVO
has recently awarded a scholarship to D. Y.
Claros Chacaltana from Peru, currently studying
in Brazil. She spent her time at the University of
California, Davis, USA.

For the next two years, as President of ISVO, I will
continue to expand these past projects and will
initiate several new ones aimed at strengthening
the whole Society. We will strive to recruit a
larger number of ophthalmology organizations to
join the ISVO and to organize conferences every
other year so that ISVO members from all over the
world can gather together in one place. Through
this, I believe that we will be able to grow into a
truly global Veterinary Ophthalmology Society.
Moreover, the venues will be selected based on
countries where the cultural attitudes towards
pets and the pet industry have entered a boom
period but the field of Veterinary Ophthalmology
has not yet developed. This will help extend the
field of Veterinary Ophthalmology within these
countries, will help us reach out to students and
local
veterinarians
to
gain interest
in

The scholarship covers tuition, travel and
subsistence costs up to $2,500 per person. Thanks
to the generosity of the ACVO, Scholars also
receive a free 1-year subscription to the Veterinary
Ophthalmology journal. The ISVO is expecting to
again able to offer 3 scholarships in 2018.
Applications should include a full curriculum
vitae and a plan for the study to be undertaken,
including a statement to justify the necessity for
the application for funding.
Selection of successful applicants will be made by
members of the ISVO Executive Committee and
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any decision will be final.
Unsuccessful
applicants are permitted to reapply for
subsequent scholarships. Further information can
be
obtained
from
our
website:
http://isvo.info/scholarship

Five years of
ISVO-Acrivet Scholarship Awardees
More nformation at: http://isvo.info/success-stories

From close friends and colleagues
Francis Lescure passed away on November 13th,
2017. He was born in 1927 near Narbonne, and
grew up in his beloved south-west of France. He
studied at the Veterinary School of Toulouse, and
completed his veterinary qualification in 1950.
After 3 years as veterinary meat inspector in Albi,
he returned to the Toulouse Veterinary School
where he soon became Assistant and then
Associate Professor of small animal and equine
internal medicine. During these years, he was
fully dedicated to his teaching and clinical work,
being particularly involved in equine cardiology.
At that time, ophthalmology did not really exist in
the French veterinary curriculum, but Francis
Lescure came under the influence of Pierre
Amalric, a human ophthalmologist in Albi who
passed his passion for ophthalmology, and
particularly for fluoresceinic angiography, on to
him. He was appointed as Full Professor in 1975,
with a growing involvement in veterinary
ophthalmology. He always wished to establish a
level of excellence in his knowledge and skills,
and
by
collaborating
with
human
ophthalmologists wanted to adapt emerging new
surgical techniques, such as surgical treatment of
cataract and glaucoma. Francis Lescure was a
founding member of the ESVO, and became
its first president.
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From the Editor

He was a charismatic teacher, and a strong
believer in continuing education, attending many
conferences in France and Europe. In 1981, he was
ahead of his time by creating a qualifying diploma
in veterinary ophthalmology ("Certificat d’Etudes
Supérieures en Ophtalmologie Vétérinaire"),
which became the teaching and training ground
in ophthalmology for many French and European
practitioners over the years. He also provided his
ophthalmology service with high quality facilities
and equipment. Francis Lescure was elected as a
member of the French Veterinary Academy in
1990, and authored a book on fluorescein
angiography in small animals in 1998. Appointed
as Emeritus Professor in 1993, he retired in 1996.
In retirement, he enjoyed writing poems and
published a book of poetry. He also spent a lot of
time nursing his wife, and cared for her until her
death.
Francis Lescure will be missed by his 2 daughters
and 2 sons, and his loss will be felt keenly by
many of his ancient pupils, his friends and the
veterinarians involved in ophthalmology, both on
account of his personality, and of his clinical and
scientific interests. We want to thank him for his
teaching, and the tireless contribution he made to
veterinary ophthalmology for many years.

Francis has been a special person, a dynamic
promoter of Veterinary Ophthalmology and
French culture, someone always a step beyond
anyone else.

Francis Lescure with Peter Bedford, Claudio Peruccio
and Gustavo Aguirre in Barcelona, Spain, at the first
ISVO meeting in conjunction with the WSAVA
Congress, September 24, 1980
His contribution to the development of our
specialty has been crucial to educate generations
of colleagues attracted to Toulouse from within
France and many other countries.

Alain Regnier, Marc Simon & Gilles Chaudieu
°°°°°
From Peter Bedford’s Christmas letter to the
ECVO Diplomates
…… after a short illness Francis Lescure died in
November of this year. As such the French
veterinary profession has lost a great teacher and
veterinary ophthalmology has lost one of the
original pioneers of our speciality. He was a kind
and gentle man and an inspiration to all those
who worked and studied with him. Professor
Lescure, Chevalier de la Legion d`honneur, was
Professor of Medical Pathology at the Ecole
National Veterinaire de Toulouse and his passion
for ophthalmology lead to his development of one
of the finest teaching laboratories within the
School for undergraduate and post graduate
students in the world of veterinary education. He
stimulated the development veterinary
ophthalmology in France and he will be
remembered with many fond memories by those
whose lives he touched.

Francis Lescure with Claudio Peruccio lecturing at an
ophthalmology meeting in Rome, Italy, 1984
The Ophthalmology Community feels close to
Francis’ family, friends and all French colleagues.
Claudio Peruccio

°°°°°
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Q - How did everything start? Why and how have
you been involved in such attractive field of
Veterinary Ophthalmology?
A - I truly believe I am the luckiest person on
earth! Who gets to work on these unique and
amazing animals? I pinch myself every time! In
about 2003, I received a call from a former
veterinary student who had become the
veterinarian at Six Flags park in Aurora, Ohio. I
was in my position at The Ohio State University
so I was not very far from the park. Kristy Hicks,
my former student and now marine mammal
veterinarian, wanted me to help her 2 blind
California sea lions! I explained that I really didn’t
know anything about them, but I would put a
team together and drive up to her. Sea lions are
not good travelers and going to them is much
safer for their anesthetic events and surgery.
Thankfully, both animals did great and they went
on to work for many more years until finally
passing away a couple of years ago from old age.

An interview with Carmen Colitz

Marine creatures deserve much more than our
occasional consideration, most of us are attracted
by their beauty, by a sense of mistery of lives
floating in another element, witness of infinite
evolution’s options.
They deserve care and respect, something
Carmen Colitz considers a reason of life, a mission
for someone with special talents and a true
passion for animals.
I can’t present Carmen appropriately within the
limits of few introductory lines, readers may
better
know
her
by
referring
to
http://www.injupiter.com/jupiter-floridastories/a-visionary-of-vision/237 or several other
links on the web.
By interviewing Carmen I wish to give everyone
a taste of how broad the application field of
veterinary ophthalmology is, and how much
special interests may influence our life.

After these 2 animals, I met an old friend from
veterinary school on a flight to South Florida,
where I am from. He happened to have become a
marine mammal veterinarian as well! He had
heard about the 2 initial sea lion surgeries and
said that cataracts were a problem in pinnipeds
and that he had another surgery for me! That
opened up a new world to me! Besides seals, sea
lions, and walrus, I have had the privelege to
work with cetaceans of all kinds as well as
penguins, fishes, and sharks! I am beyond lucky!
Q - Do you still remember your first experience in
an aquarium?
A - As a little girl, my parents took me to
Seaquarium in Miami, Florida, my home town. I
did not even imagine that I would work with such

Claudio Peruccio
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amazing animals in the future, but I remember
enjoying visiting the park! Then, fast forward 30
years, and there I was, examining sea lions,
dolphins, penguins, and an Orca whale! I would
never have predicted this part of my incredible
career.

of this journey! At first she was afraid of these
large beautiful beasts, but after a few interactions,
she loved them as much as I did!

Q _ Which is your feeling when you are in contact
with those beautiful creatures?
A - Sometimes, I truly cannot believe that I am in
contact with these beautiful animals! I try to
appreciate little details about each one such as
their vibrissea (whiskers), their colors, and the feel
of their fur, feathers, or skin, depending on which
ones I am working with. I am living in a dream is
how I feel many times!
I think many of us have a “bucket list” of animals
to work with or meet, and for me, it was to help a
walrus. I was able to help one with progressing
keratopathy by placing conjunctival flaps as well
as cyclosporine implants. He stabilized and is
doing well. Working on him was amazing! He
weighed over 3000 lbs so positioning him was not
easy and surgery was not physically comfortable
for me, but I kept thinking “wow, this is a
walrus!” so it kept me focused.
Q - Do you remember an episode that emotionally
involved you most?
A - There are a few Australian sea lions that I
have worked with for the past many years and the
trainers were telling me about the movies that
they had been in! My husband bought me the
movies and I started watching them. I could not
stop crying from the happy emotions I had about
helping them see again after removing their
cataracts. They are so sweet and you can tell they
appreciate their new “eyes”!
Q - Could you share with us some memorable
events and interesting memories?
A - There are so many memories and places and
people that I have met during this journey! The
people that work with these amazing animals are
so special and they love these animals as if they
were their own babies. We see this in our small
animal patients, but I see this with pinnipeds and
cetaceans as well. The trainers are like the
animals’ mothers and fathers as they spend so
many hours working with them! I have loved
every facility that I have worked with! This
journey has taken me around the world and I
have enjoyed it immensely! I only wish that my
mom was still here as she truly enjoyed being part

Q - Which is your favorite marine creature?
A - There are so many but pinnipeds are my
favorites. Specifically, I think I have to say that
Australian sea lions and South American sea lions
are the sweetest most laid back species; but, I
would love to have a fur seal of any type, and
maybe a harp seal too!
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There
were
two
Pre-Congress
Courses:
Introduction to Microsurgery – theory and wetlab
(instructors: Dr. Bianca Martins and Dr. Eva
Abarca) and Electroretinography – from basic to
advanced (instructor: Dr. Sinisa Grozdanic).
Notes from CLOVE
Brasilia, the capital of Brazil, was the host city of
the IX CLOVE Congress (Latin American College
of Veterinary Ophthalmologist), which took place
from November 21-24, 2017. A total of 262
enthusiastic professionals attended the event, and
several countries were represented (232 attendees
from Brazil, 12 from Argentina, 7 from Colombia,
3 from Peru, 2 from Chile and 1 from Dominican
Republic). Under the impeccable organization and
coordination of Dr. Paula Galera (Brazil Congress President), Dr. Daniela Cremonini
(Brazil – Congress Organization), Dr. Jorge
Pereira (Brazil – Congress Organization), Dr. Eva
Suárez (Spain – Congress Organization) and Dr.
Nathalie Weichsler (Argentina – CLOVE past
President), this was the largest Veterinary
Ophthalmology event to ever take place in Brazil.

Pre-Congress Courses Speakers among the Congress
Organization Committee (from left to right: Drs.
Sinisa Grozdanic, Dr. Daniela Cremonini, Dr. Eva
Abarca, Dr. Paula Galera, Dr. Bianca Martins, Dr.
Jorge Pereira)
The expert speaker panel of the Congress was
composed of Ophthalmologists from Brazil (Dr.
Regina Chalita, Dr. Angelica Safatle, and Dr.
Arianne Oriá), Switzerland (Dr. Eva Abarca
Piedrafita), Mexico (Dr. Gustavo Adolfo García)
and the USA (Dr. Bianca Martins and Dr. Sinisa
Grozdanic). The Congress Scientific Committee
was composed of Veterinary Ophthalmologists
from several Universities in Brazil, Argentina and
Spain, and a total of 112 abstracts were approved
for poster presentation and publication on the
indexed magazine Investigation. The Scientific
Committee also selected 11 outstanding abstracts
for podium presentation during the event.

Dr. Paula Galera (fourth from the left) with members
of the on-site help support (Graduate students from the
Ophthalmology Study Group at University of Brasilia)

Attendees at the IX CLOVE Congress

Dr. Bianca Eidt Ribeiro, photo competition winner
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Make early plans to attend the
2018 Florence meetings!!!

The event also impressed all attendees by
gathering a robust scientific program with a warm
and festive atmosphere. A beautiful celebration of
the work of two pioneers of veterinary
ophthalmology in Brazil took place during the
Congress: Dr. Jose Luiz Laus and Dr. José Joaquim
Titton Ranzani received a standing ovation from
the crowd, while their former mentees held signs
with words of “Thank you, Master”. Together, both
researchers add over 100 Master and Ph.D.
orientations.

May 9-13, 2018, plan to visit Florence, Italy!
You’ll have the chance to attend several very
attractive meetings.

with the support of
May 9
Satellite Meeting on “Ocular Surface”

May 10
Dr. José Joaquim Titton Ranzani and Dr. José Luiz
Laus after the celebration of their work

Continuing Education on “Ocular Surface”

As required by its bylaws, the new CLOVE board
was elected during the Congress. The CLOVE
board through 2019 is as followed:
Dr. Jorge Pereira (Brazil) – President
Dr. Paula Galera (Brazil) – Vice-President
Dr. Andrea Kuner (Brazil) – Secretary
Dr. Eva Suárez (Spain) – Treasurer

Annual Scientific Meeting

May 11-12
May 13
Masterclass & Wetlab on “Ocular Surface”

The ECVO Annual meeting and the SOVI Satellite
meeting, organised by the Italian Society with the
support of ESVO, are among the main attractions
of next year’s international planning.

The next CLOVE Congress will be held in 2019,
with the location to be determined soon. We
expect another fantastic event from the CLOVE
directory.

Florence is a place to visit at least once in a
lifetime.
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Ocular Surface, the main topic, is already of great
interest to many and may become a true priority
in our daily work.

BrAVO Winter 2017 Meeting Report
The fall/winter BrAVO meeting was held at
Bristol UK on November 3rd to 5th, 2017.

Normal lipid layer of the precorneal tear film in a dog
examined by interferometry
On Friday, the Master’s classes were held. This
was the second year for the Master’s classes, and
as for last year there was excellent registration
and participation.
Master’s Class
Anaesthesiology

Surgery

Irregular lipid layer of the precorneal tear film in a dog
affected by hypolacrimia examined by interferometry
and Placido disc reflection for ocular surface analysis

Pathology
Photography

Outstanding guest speakers, an attractive
scientific
programme,
the
warm
Italian
atmosphere and the flavour of a city with
multicultural traditions are waiting for you inMay
2018!!

Instructors
Karen Walsh,
Carl
Bradbrook
Rob
Lowe,
Heidi
Featherstone,
Rachael
Grundon
Emma
Scurrell
Tim Knott
Chris Dixon

Registration
46

29

38
34

The main programme included the following
talks:
Vitreoretinal Surgery Part I – Chris Dixon
Introduction to canine vitreo-retinal
surgery. A U.K. Perspective
Vitreoretinal Surgery Part II – Joe Wolfer
Retina and Vitreous Building blocks
Pseudophakic retinal detachment
Vitreoretinal Surgery Part III – Malcolm
Woodcock

Deatails are available in the Coming Events
section of The Globe.
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Vitreoretinal Surgery in People
Vitreoretinal Surgery Part IV – Joe Wolfer
Retinal Detachment – Cause and Type
Transpupillary Laser Retinopexy – When
is this useful?
Vitreoretinal Surgery Part V – Joe Wolfer
Complications of VR Surgery
Vitreoretinal Surgery Panel –
Dixon/Wolfer/Woodcock

The final presentation was “CO2 laser assisted
sclerectomy - A novel glaucoma surgical
technique” by Joe Wolfer.
°°°°°
Upcoming BrAVO Meetings:
Pre-BSAVA Meeting – Birmingham
Wednesday 4th April 2018
Theme: Therapeutics - Which drop when?

There were also several short abstracts presented.
Some were reports of projects which received
funding from the BrAVO Research / Travel
Scholarships.
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

Rhomboid blepharoplasty and cryotherapy
for the treatment of a squamous cell
carcinoma on the lower eyelid on a horse – E.
C. Jeanes (AHT), S. Koll (RVC), C. Dawson
(RVC), B. Dunkel (RVC) and R. Tetas Pont
(RVC).
An
investigation
into
the
bacterial
contamination of goniolenses in use in
clinical practice – RA Grundon, EJ Scurrell, J
Mould, E Hayton-Lee, CL Heinrich
A novel ADAMTS17 mutation is associated
with primary open angle glaucoma and
primary lens luxation in the Shar Pei – James
A. C. Oliver, Sophie Rustidge , Louise Pettitt ,
Christopher A. Jenkins, Fabiana H. G. Farias,
Elizabeth A. Giuliano, Cathryn S. Mellersh
Cataract surgery in an Orangutan – Claudia
Hartley.
BrAVO Clinical Audit – Jenny Lambert

°°°°°
Winter Meeting 2018
November 2018 9-11th TBC
Edinburgh, Scotland
Theme: Equine

On Saturday evening the Annual BrAVO Gala
was held at the Bristol Museum. The novel use of
headphones for those on the dance floor – called a
“silent disco” – was well received by all,
especially those not dancing, now able to have
normal conversations at the tables.
The meeting continued Sunday with a well
received presentation by John Goulding entitled
“Can I afford this new bit of kit”.
A panel session followed on “How I treat
SCCED’s, lens luxation and glaucoma” with
Charlotte Dawson, David Gould, and Claudia
Hartley.
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East European Society of Veterinary
Ophthalmology
Kosice, Slovak Republic
February 17-18, 2018

Calendar of events
2018
January

17-18
28- 2

4

9
10-13

7-9

February-March
EESVO, Kosice, SLOVAK REP.
COSD, Niseko, JAPAN
April
BrAVO, Birmingham, UK
May
SOVI-ESVO, Florence, ITALY
ECVO, Florence, ITALY
June
IEOC, Reykjavik, ICELAND
July
August

26-29

September
ACVO, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA

11-14

October
ESVO-EESVO Prague, CZECK REP.

9-11

November
BrAVO, TBC Edinburgh, Scotland
December
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8th COSD Niseko 2018
February 28 Wednesday - March 2 Friday 2018
Niseko Northern Resort An’nupuri

Please check for more details at cosdw.com. You
can also register at this site. If you have any
questions,
please
send
an
e-mail
to
cosdw2018@triangle-aec.com. We hope many
people attend this meeting and look forward to
discussing "Dry Eye" with you!
Akihiko Saito

Guest Speaker
Christopher J. Murphy, D.V.M., Ph.D

http://www.niseko-northern.com

Key note theme
“Comparative Attributes of the Veterinary and
Human Tear Film”
•
•
•

Sub themes
What can human dry eye disease teach
us about veterinary KCS?
What can veterinary KCS teach us about
human dry eye disease?
How does the corneal surface affect the
tear film?

Please join us at the 9th COSDW (Comparative
Ocular Surface Diseases Workshop meeting)!!
The 9th COSDW will be held from February
28th to March 2nd 2018 at Niseko International
Ski Resort in Japan!
The theme of the meeting is "Better defining
Dry Eye of Dogs and Cats” and the guest
speakers are Christopher J.Murphy (DVM,
PhD,DACVO) from UC Davis and Yuichi Hori
(MD,PhD) from Toho University making it the
best place to discuss “Dry Eye” because the
authorities on this syndrome will be there!!
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SOVI
Italian Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology
with the support of ESVO
SOVI INTERNATIONAL MEETING
Satellite to the
ECVO ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday May 9, 2018
Hotel Albani, Florence
Italy

Sara M. Thomasy DVM, PhD, DACVO
Associate Professor, Comparative Ophthalmology
Simultaneous translation:
English-Italian / Italian-English
Programme
09.30
10.15
10.30

Registration
Welcome
Beyond aqueous deficiency - what to do
when cyclosporine fails (David Maggs)
11.15 Diagnostic testing for ocular surface
disease (Sara Thomasy)
12.00 Clinical cases of Ocular Surface Disease
(Claudio Peruccio)
12.30 Discussion
12.45 Lunch
14.00 Therapy for qualitative tear film disorders
of the dog and cat (David Maggs)
14:45 Novel treatments for corneal endothelial
disease (Sara Thomasy)
15.3Discussion
16.00 Coffee break
16.30 Canine Dry Eye Diagnostic Criteria
(Akihiko Saito)
17.00 Discussion
17.15 Clinical cases of Ocula Surface Disease
17.45 Closure

An introduction to Ocular Surface

Speakers
From the Department of Surgical & Radiological
Sciences, University of California Davis, USA

David Maggs BVSc, DACVO
Professor, Comparative Ophthalmology
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The social dinner is planned on Friday evening
downtown Florence, at Palazzo Corsini, where
delegates, families and friends will be immersed
in the magic atmosphere of Italian Renaissance
architecture, with frescos on the walls and
ceilings, and marble sculptures to show the
Florentine beauty at its best.
http://www.palazzocorsini.it/

European College of Veterinary
Ophthalmologists (ECVO)
2018 ANNUAL MEETING
10th – 13th May, 2018
Florence Congress Centre, Florence, Italy

Palazzo Corsini, Florence

The ECVO invites you to the annual meeting,
May 10-13, 2018 in Florence, Italy
After a well-attended meeting in Estoril last
May, the Planning Committee of the ECVO is in
the process of organizing next year’s meeting, to
be held in the beautiful city of Florence, Italy.
Capital of Tuscany, cradle of the Renaissance in
Italy, its history linked to the famous Medici
family and declared a World Heritage Site by the
UNESCO, Florence attracts many million visitors
each year, and us…

Palace Corsini, EO social dinner room
The general topic of the 2018 meeting is “Ocular
Surface”, and the Italian Ophthalmology Society
(SOVI) is organizing the satellite meeting on
Wednesday May 9.

The meeting will take place in the Firenze Fiera
Congress and Exhibition Centre situated in the
heart of the city. As the Congres Centre is in a
park, the Welcome Reception will take place on
site. Exhibitors will be present at the Fiera
Congress Centre and lunch will be provided on
site.

Whilst sipping a glass of Chianti, watching the
movies “Room with a View” or “Inferno”, make
sure to book your hotel early. Florence has its own
airport and is also easily reached through the
airport of Pisa, as well as a very good fast train
network.
The ECVO looks forward to welcoming you in
Florence.
Peter Bedford (ECVO President)
Anne Marie Verbruggen (ECVO Planning Cttee
Chair)

Florence Congress Centre
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13.30

Focus on
Ocular Surface Disease
&
Corneal Wound Healing

14.15

Pigmentary keratitis in Pugs; in search of
ethiopathogenic evidence (Rick Sanchez)
Treatment of ocular surface disease in the
pug – a combined approach (Ingrid
Allgöwer)

14.45 – 15.15 Coffee Break
15.15

16.00
16.45
17.30
Congress Centre Meeting Room

18.00

A “Forum on the use of animals in research” is
planned during the 2018 ECVO Annual Meeting
and will be added to the schedule of the
programme.
For more information: www.ecvoconference.org

Main Programme
08.30
08.45
10.00
10.30
12.00
13.00
14.00
15.00

David Maggs BVSc, DACVO
Professor of Comparative Ophthalmology
Department of Surgical and Radiological Sciences
University of California Davis
USA
Sara M. Thomasy DVM, PhD, DACVO
Assoc. Professor of Comparative Ophthalmology
Department of Surgical & Radiological Sciences
University of California Davis
USA

15.30
17.30
20.00

Continuing Education

08.30
10.00

OCULAR SURFACE DISEASE
The integrated functional lacrimal unit. A
new concept in dry eye disease (David
Maggs)
Advanced diagnostic testing for ocular
surface disorders (Sara Thomasy)
Diagnostic imaging of the cornea (Sara
Thomasy)

12.30 – 13.30

Opening
Resident’s Forum Session
Coffee Break
SCIENTIFIC SESSION
Lunch
Poster Session & Industrial Exhibition
Scientific Session
Coffee Break - Poster Session & Industrial
Exhibition
HED Session End of the afternoon session
Social Dinner at Palazzo Corsini, in the
city centre http://www.palazzocorsini.it/

Saturday May 12, 2018

Thursday May 10, 2018

11.45

Welcome Reception

Friday May 11, 2018

°°°°°
Invited Speakers for the topic Ocular Surface &
Corneal Wound Healing:

11.00

End of the Continuing Education Session

15.15 – 17.30 ECVO AGM for ECVO Diplomates

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME

10.30

Diagnostic and therapeutic approach for
canine and feline blepharitis (David
Maggs)
Disorders of the canine lacrimal unit
(David Maggs)
Disorders of the feline lacrimal unit
(David Maggs)

10.30

12.00
13.00
14.00

Lunch Break

15

SCIENTIFIC SESSION
Coffee Break - Poster Session & Industrial
Exhibition
State of the Art Lecture: “The Cells for
Sight. Stem Cell Therapy”
Professor Julie T Daniels, PhD, FRSB
Director Moorfields Eye Hospital Cells
for Sight ATMP facility, UCL Institute of
Ophthalmology, London, UK
Lunch
Poster Session & Industrial Exhibition
SCIENTIFIC SESSION

15.30
16.00
16.45
17.30

Coffee Break - Poster Session & Industrial
Exhibition
SCIENTIFIC SESSION
Closing and awards
End of the ECVO Annual Meeting

Sunday May 13, 2018
8.00
9.00
9.30
10.00
11.30
12.30

MASTERCLASS, 08.00–12.30
Ocular surface and tear film Diagnostic
Methodology report (Edoardo Villani)
Meibography and tear film lipid layer
(Claudio Peruccio)
Coffee break
Stiffness matters: Corneal biomechanics
and wound healing (Sara Thomasy)
Crosslinking and the cornea: a match
made in heaven. (Simon Pot)
End of the masterclass session

Use of Meibography for the diagnosis of Meibomian
glands disease

12.30- 13.15 Lunch for Wet Lab participants
OCULAR SURFACE WET LAB
Sunday May 13, 13.15-16.00
Meibography & Tearscope examination
Instructors: David Maggs, Claudio Peruccio,
Akihiko Saito, Sara Thomasy
Technical support: SBM Sistemi® technicians
Use of the Tearscope to evaluate tear film lipid layer
and stability in a dog

13.15

Introduction to use of the Meibograph:
• Technical specifications
• Instructors examine each other, the
results are shown on the 60” screen
• Delegates examine each other with the
assistance of Instructors and
Technicians
14.15 Introduction to the use of the Tearscope:
• Technical specifications
• Instructors examine each other, the
results are shown on the 60” screen
(Lipid layer, NIBUT, Placido disc
examination)
• Delegates examine each other with the
assistance of Instructors and
Technicians
15.15 Software processing of individual results
under the Instructors’/Technicians’ guidance
15.45 Time to practice and change from iPadbased to laptop-based instruments and
vice-versa upon request
16.00 End of the Wet Lab for Delegates needing
to catch a late evening flight. Delegates
wishing to practice more may keep using
the instruments under the Instructors’ and
Technicians’ guidance until 17.00.

Use of an Ocular Surface Analyser to evaluate tear
film meniscus in a dog
For more information: www.ecvoconference.org
SAVE THE DATES – SEE YOU IN FLORENCE
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Symposium Call for Papers and Details
Plan to join nearly 100 colleagues and experts in
the field of equine ophthalmology to share
science, treatment and collaborate for best
practices. The symposium typically hosts two
‘State of the Art Lecturers’, and issues a Call for
Papers in January; consider submitting an abstract
or case report, share in the intimate discussion.
The speakers and abstract placement are typically
announced in the winter. Don’t miss out! Mark
the
dates
on
your
calendar.
Visit
www.equineophthalmology.org
for
more
information.

International Equine Ophthalmology
Consortium Symposium
Reykjavik, Iceland
June 7th – 9th, 2018

The
International
Equine
Ophthalmology
Consortium invites you to attend the 2018
Symposium in Reykjavik, Iceland! June 7th – 9th,
2018

Icelandic Pony
The Icelandic is a "five-gaited" breed, known for
its sure-footedness and ability to cross rough
terrain. As well as the typical gaits of walk, trot,
and canter/gallop, the breed is noted for its
ability to perform two additional gaits. Although
most horse experts consider the canter and gallop
to be separate gaits, on the basis of a small
variation in the footfall pattern, Icelandic breed
registries consider the canter and gallop one gait,
hence the term "five-gaited". The first additional
gait is a four-beat lateral ambling gait known as
the tölt. This is known for its explosive
acceleration and speed; it is also comfortable and
ground-covering. The breed also performs a pace
called a skeið, flugskeið or "flying pace". It is used in
pacing races, and is fast and smooth, with some
horses able to reach up to 30 miles per hour
(48 km/h). Not all Icelandic horses can perform
this gait; animals that perform both the tölt and
the flying pace in addition to the traditional gaits
are considered the best of the breed. The flying
pace is a two-beat lateral gait with a moment of
suspension between footfalls; each side has both
feet land almost simultaneously (left hind and left
front, suspension, right hind and right front).
More information on the breed via Wikipedia

Brief Summary
The symposium will be held at the Radison Blu
Saga Hotel in beautiful Reykjavik, some
additional rooms will be held pre and post
meeting. Reykjavik is considered the gateway to
Iceland, with many day trips awaiting you.
Iceland is also the home of the special, ‘fivegaited’, Icelandic Pony, about which our
membership would like to explore. We will try to
accommodate an outing if possible to experience
and learn more about this breed (more
information on the pony is below).
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Introduction to the Area, Event Plans
Reykjavik, on the coast of Iceland, is the country's
capital and largest city. It's home to the National
and Saga museums, tracing Iceland’s Viking
history. The striking concrete Hallgrimskirkja
church and rotating Perlan glass dome offer
sweeping views of the sea and nearby hills.
Exemplifying the island’s volcanic activity is the
geothermal Blue Lagoon spa, near the village of
Grindavik.
Icelandic ponies! Isn’t that why we all want to go?
We have organized a fabulous group event that
will take you through the beautiful countryside,
enjoy local Icelandic food, and be treated to a
private performance of Icelandic ponies arranged
by one of the best known competition riders in
Iceland! This will be held in the National Horse
Arena, approximately 45 minutes from Reykjavik.
More information will be available upon
registration in January.

Radisson Blu Saga Reykjavik
Hotel rooms will go fast. Iceland is a hot
commodity lately, one of the top five meeting
locations in the world! Unfortunately this means
prices are a bit steep. We will have the hotel block
open very soon. Very limited ‘shoulder’ rooms
will be available, so if you’re planning to come
early or stay late you may pay a different rate or
need to find different accommodations. The
reservation block will open in early January.
State of the Art Speakers
Help us welcome Drs. Eric Ledbetter and Rebecca
Bellone, as our esteemed State of the Art Speakers.
Their titles and/or topics are listed below, along
with brief biographical information. We will
continue to build this information on the website
at www.equineophtho.org, as we receive it.

Registration and Call for Papers will open
January 2018!
Plan to join nearly 100 colleagues and experts in
the field of equine ophthalmology to share
science, treatment and collaborate for best
practices. The symposium typically hosts two
‘State of the Art Lecturers’, and issues a Call for
Papers in January; consider submitting an abstract
or case report, share in the intimate discussion.
The speakers and abstract placement are typically
announced in the winter. Don’t miss out! Mark
the
dates
on
your
calendar.
Visit
www.equineophthalmology.org
for
more
information.
If you are not a member and would like email
notifications to be sent regarding call for papers
and opening registration, please contact the office
at office@equineophtho.org.
Dr. Eric Ledbetter, DVM, DACVO
Title: "Advanced Imaging of the Equine Eye"

Continuing Education
IEOC will be seeking full RACE approval for
2018. We have worked hard to garner acceptance
of ‘non-traditional’ education and apparently
we’ve encouraged their board to reconsider their
house
rules.

Imaging techniques available for use in equine
ophthalmology are expanding at a rapid pace.
Utilization of these newer imaging modalities
permits the observation of anatomical and
physiologic changes associated with equine ocular
disorders in a manner that was not previously
possible. These techniques can also contribute to
the diagnosis and treatment of several clinicallyimportant equine ocular diseases. Advanced
imaging technologies currently in clinical use for

The Planning Committee is strongly considering
more interactive sessions that our members have
loved in the past. This may involve some ‘hot
topics’
sections,
round-tables,
or
panel
discussions. Interactivity will be the point of
interest, but also compliance for CE is important
to balance.
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the equine eye, including in vivo confocal
microscopy and optical coherence tomography,
will be reviewed. Ocular imaging modalities still
under development for horses will also be
discussed.

anomalies, congenital stationary night blindness,
ocular squamous cell carcinoma, and equine
recurrent uveitis. In addition, genetic testing can
inform breeding decisions to aid in lowering the
incidence of disease. This presentation will
review equine ocular genetic disorders for which
DNA
diagnostic
tests
exist.

Bio: Dr. Ledbetter is a diplomate of the American
College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists and an
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology at the
Cornell University College of Veterinary
Medicine. After graduating from the University of
Missouri College of Veterinary Medicine, he
completed a small animal medicine and surgery
internship at Texas A&M University College of
Veterinary Medicine and a comparative
ophthalmology residency at Cornell University,
where he joined the faculty in 2006.
Dr. Ledbetter’s research interests include in vivo
ocular imaging techniques, ocular infectious
disease, and corneal disease. In addition to
research and teaching endeavors, Dr. Ledbetter
provides clinical ophthalmology services within
Cornell University’s Companion Animal and
Equine & Farm Animal Hospitals.

"Seeing Equine Ocular Disorders thru a DNA
Lens: Genetic Studies Underway"
Several ocular disorders are believed to have a
genetic basis. An increased understanding of the
equine genome and the continued development of
tools in which to study inherited disorders will
enable a deeper understanding of the biochemical
pathways that lead to these disorders. In some
cases, unraveling functional mechanisms could
lead to earlier detection and more effective
treatments. Genetic studies are underway to
identify additional genetic risk factors involved in
ocular squamous cell carcinoma across breeds,
equine recurrent uveitis in Appaloosas and
related breeds, and bilateral corneal stroma loss
and distichiasis in Friesian horses. This
presentation will focus on the latest findings in
these
on-going
studies.
Bio: Dr. Rebecca Bellone earned her Ph.D. in
Equine Genetics from the University of Kentucky
in 2001. She has led an equine genetics research
program involving both undergraduate and
graduate students investigating the genetics of
pigmentation and ocular disorders and the
connection between the two. Her research team
has
collaboratively
discovered
causative
mutations for both congenital stationary night
blindness and ocular squamous cell carcinoma in
horses. She was on faculty at the University of
Tampa (FL) (2002-2014) where she was the
recipient of several outstanding scholar awards.
In 2014, she joined the faculty in the Department
of Population Health and Reproduction at the
School of Veterinary Medicine at the University of
California, Davis and currently serves as the
Director of the Veterinary Genetics Laboratory, a
unit of the School, with an international
reputation as experts in veterinary genetic
testing.

Dr. Rebecca Bellone, Ph.D.
Titles: "Seeing Equine Ocular Disorders thru a
DNA Lens: Utilizing DNA Testing to Inform
Clinical Management Decisions"
Advances in equine genetics and collaborative
transdisciplinary research has enabled a better
understanding of the etiology of some inherited
ocular disorder. Results from genetic testing can
assist in clinical management and identify horses
with or at risk for multiple congenital ocular
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interested in learning about residencies, subspecialty areas of interest, a well-attended
welcome reception and a fabulous dinner or
reception event, hosted by ACVO or its
Foundation, the ACVO Vision for Animals
Foundation. Students, interns and residents are
offered special rates.
We welcome anyone
interested in veterinary ophthalmology to attend
either the full conference or the General
Practitioner’s course alone.
The specific program and guest speakers for 2018
are being secured in January, more information
will
be
available
on
the
www.ACVOconference.org website as it becomes
available.

American College of Veterinary
Ophthalmologists
49th Annual Scientific Meeting & Tradeshow
September 26-29th, 2018
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
www.ACVOconference.org
The
American
College
of
Veterinary
Ophthalmologists’
49th
Annual
Scientific
Conference will take place in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, September 26-29th, 2018. For
registration and course information, including
general practitioner-focused programming, and
on-line presentation viewing options, visit
www.ACVOconference.org.
The
conference
rotates around the country annually, check out
future dates and locations at this site. Vendor
registration opens April 2nd, attendee registration
opens May 1st.
The ACVO Conference is the largest veterinary
ophthalmology educational meeting in the world.
Approximately 900-1,000 researchers, clinical
practitioners and vendors from over 30 countries
convene to share information, while earning on
average 17-22 hours of qualified continuing
education. The conference offers over 170 abstract
presentations in both presentation and poster
formats, a keynote speaker, a residents’ workshop
and manuscript competition, eight-hour general
practitioner’s course (available separately) and an
optional Sunday masters course (or wet lab) for
Diplomates and higher level DVMs will be
available
on
Sunday.
Between
650-750
veterinarians and specialists, additionally 150
technicians, 100 vendors and 50 guests attend
annually. The program is laced with opportunities
to network including a meeting for those

Minneapolis is a main airline hub in the US,
making travel easier for most all of our
international and US attendees. It is dubbed the
‘City by Nature’ and features many beautiful
parks, plenty of shopping opportunities and
entertainment options.

Located in the “Heart of Downtown”, our host
hotel, the Hyatt Regency boast locally sourced
granite, on-site restaurant with seasonal cuisine,
heated indoor pool and more! The Hyatt is
conveniently located on the Nicollet Mall, just
steps from shopping and plenty of entertainment.
The hotel is located near the Target Center, Target
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Field and the US Bank Stadium for those sport
loving attendees. Don't forget about the largest
indoor mall in the U.S.! Mall of America is just a
25 minute trip by light rail and is not just for
shopping, featuring over 520 stores, 50 restaurants
and several theme parks.
*****
ACVO, Practical Ophthalmology for General
Practitioners Course
Saturday, September 29th, 2018
Minneapolis, Minnesota | The Hyatt Regency
8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

European Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology
ESVO Annual Meeting
Prague, Czech Republic
11-14 October 2018

http://www.acvoconference.org/generalpractitioners/
The ACVO offers a course customized to the
needs of general practitioners each year in
conjunction with its annual conference. We invite
regional general practice veterinarians who wish
to gain applicable knowledge in up-to-date
veterinary ophthalmology practice to attend the
eight hour CE session. Registrants do not have to
be registered for the general conference to attend.
The registration fee is $225 and includes your
registration,
CE
form,
separate
course
proceedings, continental breakfast, lunch and
access to vendor hall. You will also be provided
online access to this courses' sessions postmeeting for up to 3 months, share these courses
with practitioners in your office for no additional
fee! This is unlimited access to an interactive,
searchable video with speaker presentations
synced with PowerPoint slides. (A 50% reduced
fee is available for students. Walk-up registration
is first-come, first-served.)

More information at: www.esvo.org

&

East European Society of Veterinary
Ophthalmology

More information at: www.EESVO.org
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A reminder to all ISVO members and
subscribers to The Globe Newsletter to please
check that their membership is current.
Past President (and Treasurer/Secretary):
David Maggs (USA)
djmaggs@ucdavis.edu
President:

Joining the ISVO and renewing your
membership is now easily accomplished online at
the ISVO website (www.isvo.info). The ISVO
subscription year runs from January to December,
with any new subscriptions or renewals paid in
November
or
December
carrying
over
automatically to the next calendar year. If you
have not used the website subscription page to
complete a renewal during the last 12 months,
then you are overdue and we would be grateful if
this could be attended to at the first convenient
opportunity.

Kangmoon Seo (Korea Rep.)
kmseo@snu.ac.kr

President Elect: Gil Ben-Shlomo (USA)
gil@iastate.edu
Members:

Jiri Beranek (Czech Republic)
jiri.beranek.cz@icloud.com
Allyson Groth (Australia)
allysongroth@gmail.com

The current individual dues are US$25 per
annum (payment via PayPal). For group
registration, please contact the Secretary.

Chung-Tien Lin (Taiwan)
ctlin@ntu.edu.tw

The ISVO Secretary-Treasurer (Dr David
Maggs, at UC Davis, USA) keeps up-to-date
records of paid up subscriptions and can be
contacted if you are uncertain as to when you last
paid your dues.
(djmaggs@ucdavis.edu)

Adriana Teixeira (Brazil)
drilt@hotmail.com

°°°°°
International Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology
(ISVO) www.isvo.info

The Newsletter Editor will continue to Email
The Globe to all financial members of the ISVO, at
least three times per year.

American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists
(ACVO): www.acvo.org

David Maggs
Secretary-Treasurer ISVO

European College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists
(ECVO): www.ecvo.org
European Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology
(ESVO): www.esvo.org
Japanese Society of Comparative and Veterinary
Ophthalmology (JCVO): www.jscvo.jp
British Association of Veterinary Ophthalmologists
(BrAVO): www.bravo.org.uk
European School for Advanced Veterinary Studies:
www.esavs.net
British Small Animal Veterinary Association:
www.bsava.com
International Veterinary Information Service (IVIS):
www.ivis.org

°°°°°
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