
 1 

 
Newsletter of the  

International Society of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology 
December  2012 

 

Editor 
Claudio Peruccio 
Editorial Team 
Paulo Barros 
Bernard Clerc  

Kristina Narfström  
Akihiko Saito 

Sandra van der Woerdt  
 

 
 

Past President:  Akihiko Saito (Japan) 
President:  Peter Bedford (UK) 
President Elect: Bruce Robertson (Australia) 
Secretary:  Sandra van der Woerdt (USA) 
Treasurer:  David Maggs (USA) 
Members: Paulo Barros (Brazil) 
  Lloyd Helper (USA) 

Kang Moon Seo (Korea Rep.) 
  Claudio Peruccio (Italy) 

José Laus (Brazil) 
Bob Munger  (USA) 
Maurice Roze (France) 
 

 

 
 

Professionally Oriented Approach (POA) 
 

Human relationships come first; that’s why we 
should act first as human beings before 
considering our role as veterinarians with interest 
and competencies in the specialized field of 
Veterinary Ophthalmology.   
It’s the same all over the world, without 
exceptions due to cultural or social differences; 
people need to interact with someone interested 
in their problems, someone able to listen, think 
about and explain, someone committed to find the 
best solution for each single case, interested in 
animal and family  welfare, the pet and the 
environment.  
A Professionally Oriented Approach is much 
more than a medical act. We have been trained to 
perform a complete ophthalmic examination, to 
reach the correct diagnosis, and to prescribe an 
effective therapy. But this is only part of the 
whole; the rest being our individual deep 

involvement in a profession full of feelings, hopes, 
frustrations, and moments of real glory. Yes, the 
relationships with those in front of us, young or 
aged, pleasant or nasty make the difference.  The 
common factor is our interaction with the pets; the 
way we approach and treat them, but we as 
individuals can each make a difference. Being 
human and rational is the essence and will give 
those four legs the best chance to keep going and 
feel well; and the families with them. We don’t need 
special effects. 
Let’s share this message so that we may increase the 
respect and esteem our profession is held in as we 
go about our pleasant daily work.  People need to 
breathe some fresh air upon meeting us; they need 
good examples to talk about. 
 
Claudio Peruccio 

 
 

 
 
“Tempus fugit “ really has come to pass and our 
next bi-annual meeting is upon us. It only seems like 
yesterday that we were gathered in Korea in the 
October of 2011 and enjoying  the hospitality of 
Asian colleagues, our ISVO conference sharing the 
venue in Jeju with the inaugural meeting of the 
Asian Society of Veterinary Ophthalmologists. It 
was a terrific meeting and we are hoping that  New 
Zealand next February will be just as rewarding. 
Cometh the hour, cometh the man and the man in 
Jeju was  our Past President Akihiko Saito, who`s  
organisation of the meeting  was nothing short of 
excellent. Its an obvious fact that these conferences 
take time and effort if they are to be successful and 
ISVO is fortunate in having members  willing to 
give that time and effort  freely so that the rest of us 
may take benefit  from a meeting of like minds. For 
New Zealand the man of the hour is Bruce Roberson 
and I truly hope that his efforts in producing a two 
day conference around the central theme of 
glaucoma will be rewarded by a lecture theatre 
filled to the brim. The Magrane Speaker on this 
occasion will be Professor Anthony Molteno, the 
grandfather of the shunt technology that is used 
worldwide in the treatment of human glaucoma  
patients. It will be more than interesting to learn 
about the development of angle bypass surgery in 
man and I personally hope that it will stimulate  our 
search for more successful devices to use in our 
angle closure patients. ISVO is pleased to have 
attracted a speaker of such calibre to address our 
meeting.Again we are latching ourselves onto the 
WSAVA World Congress, the ISVO meeting 
following on from the not inconsiderable 
ophthalmology programme  being presented by the 
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WSAVA. Bruce has worked tirelessly  to ensure 
that those attending will have value for their 
money and it is to be hoped that the wonders of 
New Zealand will add to the argument that a trip 
down under in February will be  worthwhile. We 
know that the Antipodeans and our colleagues 
from Japan and Korea will be present  and it 
would be good if we had a sizeable attendance 
from Europe and the Americas. Those of us 
working for the ISVO believe that the association 
has a place in the world of ophthalmology and 
our bi-annual conference is the sum total of 
considerable activity to say we are here and you 
should join us. 
 In my last letter I wrote that  the ISVO had taken 
something of a back seat of latter years, but by 
increasing the number of issues of the Globe and 
putting more effort into our conference  the 
Executive Board is trying to promote  ISVO as a 
truly international home for veterinary 
ophthalmology. In many parts of the world there 
are strong Colleges and Societies all dedicated to 
advancing the profession and what ISVO can do 
is to encourage and enhance the international 
links. It was towards this goal that we have 
introduced our travel scholarship this year. The 
ISVO- ACRIVET Scholarship exists to help 
anyone wanting to improve his knowledge or 
expertise by spending time at recognised centres 
of excellence. In essence “anyone” should be 
translated as the interns and residents  of this 
world, but enthusiastic practitioners from those 
parts of the globe where expertise is a little thin 
on the ground can also qualify.  
Amongst the conferences that I had the pleasure 
to attend during the last 10 months I would single 
out the Baltic  Forum meeting  held in St. 
Petersburg where I was allowed to overrun a 3 
hour lecture by three hours  and was subjected to 
magnificent hospitality which included a ballet 
performance in the Mariinsky theatre and dinner 
in a sauna bath. Sadly it rained most of the time, 
but, as they say , this did not dampen the occasion 
although it soaked the speakers. 

 
In the pink. Alexei Konstantinos (on the left) and Peter 
Bedford (on the right) 

This is my last letter as President of ISVO for my 
two year term is at an end. In New Zealand we will 
see a new Constitution,  new Articles of the the 
Association and a new President, Bruce Robertson. I 
would thank him for his work and enthusiasm in 
producing the biggest conference programme we 
have ever attempted and special thanks are due to 
David Maggs,  a President in waiting as sure as eggs 
are eggs , for his huge help in putting the 
Association on a much firmer foundation. It’s a 
pleasure to recognise the continuing support we 
have from Acrivet and I would thank my Board  for 
its support over the last two years. 
  
Peter Bedford, 
President ISVO 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks to generous sponsorship from the Acrivet 
ophthalmic instrument company, ISVO is in the 
position to offer travel scholarships to two aspiring 
ophthalmologists who wish to spend one month of 
study in a centre of ophthalmic excellence. The 
scholarship will cover tuition, travel and subsistence 
costs up to $2,000 per person. Scholars will also 
receive a free 1-year subscription to Veterinary 
Ophthalmology. Applications should include a full 
curriculum vitae and a plan of the study to be 
undertaken, including a statement to justify the 
necessity for the application for funding. The 
selection of the two successful applicants will be 
made by members of the ISVO Executive Committee 
and any decision will be final.  
Unsuccessful applicants will be permitted to re–
apply for subsequent scholarships. 
Further information can be obtained from the 
Secretary at:    sandra.vanderwoerdt@amcny.org 

 

 
 

 
 

Acrivet extends its best wishes to the ISVO and we 
are pleased to be part of this exciting initiative to 
help in the continuing education of veterinary 
ophthalmologists worldwide. . Our sponsorship of 
the ISVO-Acrivet Scholarship recognises 
particularly the rapid development of interest in 
ophthalmology in countries where teaching 
resources are currently limited and we would hope 
that our support will enable the development of 
expertise in such countries. We will raise the 
funding through a small levy on the sale of our 
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intra-ocular lenses, tension rings and 
viscoelastics. These products will be labelled to 
recognise our contribution to the project.      
                                   

           Ingeborg Fromberg 
       Director, Veterinary Division, Acrivet 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  F S A 
Animal Health Foundation  

& 
Italian HED Panel  

Cremona, Italy, Palazzo Trecchi 
January 18-20, 2013 

HEDs Basic Course “HEDs Control in Italy” 
 &  

HED Advanced Course “Introduction to the 
Italian FSA-HED Panel exams” 

 

Organization:  FSA – HED National Scheme  
Chair:  Claudio Peruccio 
Speakers:   Giovanni  Barsotti,  Manuela   Crasta, 
Nunzio D’Anna, Cristina Giordano, Chiara 
Giudice, Adolfo Guandalini, Domenico Multari, 
Claudio Peruccio, Michele Polli, Antonella 
Rampazzo,  Gian Luca Rovesti 
 

Language: Italian 
Preliminary program topics: 

• Selective breeding and HED control. 
Protocols to enter the Italian FSA Panel 

• HED genetics 

• Basic embryology, development of the eye 
and embryogenesis of hereditary ocular 
malformations 

• Hereditary disorders of the adnexa and the 
cornea 

• Uveal hereditary disorders 
• PPM / Peters’ anomaly – PHTVL / PHPV 

• L. pectinatum abnormalities / Glaucoma 
• Hereditary disorders of the lens 
• Genetic tests for hereditary lens disorders 
• Hereditary retinal disorders 

• Optic nerve hereditary disorders 

• Genetic tests for hereditary retinal diseases 

• Histopathology of the main hereditary eye 
disorders 

• HEDs in Italy, 2009-2012 
• Discussion and interpretation of clinical cases 

and self-assessment 

• The Italian FSA Panel exams and the ESE-
ECVO exams 

• Certification according to FSA protocols. 
Towards a common evaluation 

• Discussion and interpretation of controversial 
clinical cases and self-assessment 

 

For more information: 
peruccioclaudio@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

 
THE KOREAN SOCIETY OF               

VETERINARY OPHTHALMOLOGY 
4th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

SCHOFIELD HALL                                              
SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 
FEBRUARY 2-3, 2013 

 
February 2, 2013 (For Specialists; Prof. David J. 
Maggs) 
 
13:30-14:00 Registration  

14:00-15:30: Phaco and other ophthalmic 

microsurgeries – How to avoid “crashing the plane” 

16:00- 17:30: Blepharitis – Not just focal dermatitis 

18:30- 21:00: Opening Ceremony 

 
February 3, 2013(For General Practitioner; Prof. 
David J. Maggs)  
 
08:30- 09:00: Registration 

09:00-12:00: Corneal diseases in dogs – The good, the 

bad, and the ugly 

12:00- 14:00: Lunch break 

14:00-15:30: Corneal diseases in cats – Herpesvirus 

and friends 

16:00- 17:30: Interpreting retinal changes in dogs and 

cats 

17:40- 18:40: Presentation  

19:30- 21:00: Closing Ceremony 

 

 



 4 
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The 2013 ISVO BIENNIAL MEETING :   A timely 
reminder – 9-10 March is not that far away! 
 

 
 

The next biennial meeting of the ISVO is due to 
take place in Auckland, New Zealand and will be 
held immediately following the ophthalmology 
program at the 2013 WSAVA Congress March 6, 7, 
8, 9 next year at the Sky City Convention Centre in 
downtown Auckland – the ‘City of Sails’. 
 

The ISVO Weekend Program Animal Eyes down 
under will be staged at Rydges Auckland Hotel, 
one of numerous WSAVA Congress venues and 
just one short block from Sky City, on Saturday 9th 
March and Sunday 10th March, culminating in the 
Magrane Memorial Lecture and the ISVO Biennial 
Business Meeting.   
 

 
 

We have now finalised what should prove to be a 
particularly interesting program, designed to 
follow on the general-interest topics in the WSAVA 
Congress ophthalmology stream with a series of 
up-to-date clinical reviews and topics of local 
research interest, the bulk of which will be 
presented by a willing band of registered 
veterinary specialists representing the 
Ophthalmology Chapter of the Australian and 
New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists. 
 

Full details of the ISVO Weekend Program Animal 
Eyes down under can be found in this edition of 
The Globe.  The ISVO’s keynote event the Magrane 
Memorial Lecture, will take place on Sunday when 
the guest speaker Professor Anthony Molteno will 
be introduced by our President Professor Peter 
Bedford – as part of a group of topics that will 
focus on the perpetual challenges of glaucoma 
diagnosis and management, in humans as well as 
companion animal species. 
 
Professor Molteno has accepted the ISVO’s 
invitation to deliver the 2013 Magrane Memorial 
Lecture in his capacity as Head of Ophthalmology, 
Dunedin School of Medicine at Otago University - 
the second oldest Medical School in the Southern 
Hemisphere.  Well known for his long standing 
research interest in the surgical management of 
glaucoma (in particular valved drainage implants), 
Professor Molteno is looking forward to sharing 
the benefits of many years’  
study on the biology of the aqueous outflow 
pathway and the history of glaucoma implant 
surgery.  As a down-to-earth teacher with a 
typically dry South African sense of humour, we 
are confident that this year’s Magrane Lecturer will 
enlighten us all on key aspects of the complex 
physiology of aqueous outflow, i.e. qualified 
ophthalmologists and general practitioners alike.        
 

 
 
The WSAVA’s conference planners The Conference 
Company will be handling all registration and 
accommodation requests for the ISVO Weekend 
Program, as an extension of the main Congress 
registration process.  Delegates attending on 
Saturday and Sunday only may register for the 
ISVO Weekend Program alone if they wish, or as 
an add-on option to the WSAVA Congress – full 
WSAVA registrants will then qualify for a discount 
on the add-on weekend registration cost. 
The WSAVA Auckland website 
www.wsava2013.org provides full information on  
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the registration and accommodation options.  
Those attending both meetings may find it less 
expensive but no less convenient, to book rooms at 
Rydges Auckland for the whole four nights.  The 
host website contains details for the Animal Eyes 
down under Weekend Program (see tab at left for 
pre- and post-congress sessions) and also extensive 
information on the week’s gala social events (the 
New Zealand Night on Friday is not to be missed!) 
as well as useful information on a number of post-
Congress organised tours – or if you prefer, just 
mind the odd kiwi (they are nocturnal actually) or 
the occasional moa (extinct at last count) and drive 
yourself – but on the left, remember!     
 
When was the last time you told yourself “One day 
I am going to visit New Zealand”?  Yes on the World  

map it seems a long way away, but that is what 
makes it so unique as an unspoiled and truly 
spectacular destination.  Auckland’s International 
Airport has direct connections to all major cities 
around the Pacific basin, including Santiago & 
Buenos Aires – via the Antarctic ice shelf! 
 
Come join us next March when the South Island’s 
colours are at their best!  The ISVO biennial 
business meeting and election of officers will 
conclude the weekend’s proceedings, so please 
make your views known on any initiatives that you 
feel this international body should take up.    
 
 
Bruce Robertson and Maurice Roze  
ISVO 2013 Program Committee 

 

____________________ 

International Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
March 9

th
 and 10

th
, 2013. Auckland New Zealand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How much longer can you say:  

“One day I am going to go to New Zealand” 
 

SATURDAY 9
TH

 MARCH - KINGSTON ROOM, RYDGES HOTEL, AUCKLAND 

 

TIME SLOT   SESSION TITLE       SPEAKER   

 

8.30 – 8.45 am  Registration and Welcome to the  

ISVO Weekend program   

8.45 – 9.30 am  Corneal lesions for the practitioner –    Peter Collinson, Auckland NZ. 

when to drop, smear, cut, cover or run 

9.35 – 10.00 am  Feline hypertension- don’t forget the fundus  Jenny Carter, Massey NZ  

10.05 – 10.30 am  Vision loss in NZ working dogs – an update    Adam O’Connell, Massey NZ
   

10.30 - 11.00 am Morning tea break  
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11.00 – 11.45 am  Palpebral fissure and lid margin diseases –   Akihiko Saito, Tokyo, Japan 

how to detect failures in tear film function  

11. 50 – 12.40 pm Cry me a River – new treatment options    David Maggs, Davis USA 

in the management of canine dry eye     

 

12.45 - 2.00 pm  Lunch break  

 

2.00 – 2.50 pm  Intraocular Tumours – behaviour & management        Mark Billson, Sydney, Aust 

3.00 – 3.50 pm  Clinical application of in vivo corneal confocal   Eric Ledbetter, Ithaca, USA  

microscopy in equine ophthalmology 

 

4.00 - 4.30 pm  Afternoon tea break   

 

4.30 – 5.00 pm  Pre-purchase Ocular Examination in Horses with   Andrew Turner, Melb., Aust   

    particular reference to suitability for Jumping   

5.00 – 5.30 pm  ACES On Line – a model for the accurate    Bruce Robertson, Syd., Aust   

reporting of canine inherited eye disorders  

internationally    

 

SUNDAY 10
TH

 MARCH – KINGSTON ROOM, RYDGES HOTEL, AUCKLAND 
 

TIME SLOT   SESSION TITLE       SPEAKER   

 

8.30 – 9.20 am  Why seals don’t need goggles: Evolutionary   Allyson Groth, Syd., Aust 

coping mechanisms for vision under water,  

on land, and in the sky    

9.30 – 10.20 am   Canine glaucoma as the challenge of our time:   Peter Bedford, London, UK 

   How much do we know about pathophysiology? 

  

10.30 - 11.00 am Morning tea break  

 

11.00 – 12.20 pm  The Magrane Memorial Lecture     Prof. Anthony Molteno, Dunedin  

   Physiology of the aqueous filtration pathway    

   and the history of glaucoma implant surgery   

 

12.45 - 2.00 pm  Lunch break  

 

2.00 – 2.40 pm  Ahmed valves in canine glaucoma: a viewpoint  Hans Westermeyer, Hong Kong 

2.40 – 3.20 pm   Alternative exits - a review of the uveoscleral   Martyn King, Perth, Aust   

outflow    

3.20 – 4.00 pm  Practical pharmacology in glaucoma – is it working?    Anu O’Reilly, Melb., Aust    

Concluding in    Glaucoma treatment – realistic or optimistic?             All speakers – Q&A session   

 

4.00 - 4.30 pm  Afternoon tea break   

 

4.30 – 5.30 pm   ISVO Biannual Business meeting   

Possible regional meeting of the Asian Society of Vet Ophthalmology  

The ISVO Weekend meeting will close at 5.30 pm on Sunday. 
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  SOVI 
Italian Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology  

Cremona, Italy,  Palazzo Trecchi  
March 16-17,  2013 

“Corneal diseases in dogs and cats: medical or 
surgical treatment” 

Speaker: John Sapienza, DVM, Dipl. ACVO, New 
York 
 
8,30-9,00: Registration 
9,00-10,30: Introduction, wound healing concerns,  
keratomalacia, and why does this cornea want to  
melt? 
10,30-11,00: Coffee break 
11,00-12,30: Feline corneal disorders. 
 

12,30-14,00: Lunch break 
 

14,00-15,30: Medical management of select corneal 
diseases: which drugs and when? 
15,30-16,00: coffee break 
16,00-17,30: Surgical management of corneal 
diseases, successes & complications. 
17,30-18,00: Final discussion 
18,00: End of the meeting 

 

For more information: socspec@scivac.it 
 
 

 
 

 
 

BRAVO Spring Meeting, 3 April 2013 
 

The British Association of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists (BrAVO) is an internationally 
recognised, friendly, BSAVA-affiliated group, 
consisting of around 200 members from all 
corners of the United Kingdom, as well as some 
European and Australian members. We are 
sociable group and are always looking to 
welcome new members to our meetings, whether 
they have just an interest in ophthalmology or 
work as full time veterinary ophthalmologists.  
 

BrAVO organises two meetings each year, with 
state of the art lectures covering all aspects of 
veterinary and human ophthalmology, aiming to 
educate both at practitioner and specialist level. 

Our spring meeting is a one-day pre-BSAVA 
satellite meeting and includes both local and 
international speakers. The winter meeting is a two-
day weekend meeting that is held in locations 
around the country, usually in the first half of 
November. Again we include international speakers, 
and usually a medical speaker for a comparative 
view in humans.  
 

Members are kept informed of all our meetings, 
enjoy discounts on text-books and journal 
subscriptions, have access to proceedings from the 
meetings as well as eligibility to apply for one of 
two travel scholarships to a value of £1000 per year. 
Additionally we have a range of companies exhibit 
their products with us each year, making it an ideal 
place to explore the current ophthalmic equipment 
on the market.  
 

The main speaker for our spring meeting 3 April 
2013, will be Dr Gillian J. McLellan BVMS PhD 
DVOphthal DipECVO DipACVO MRCVS on 
glaucoma diagnostics, feline glaucoma management 
and interpretation of fundoscopic findings. 
 

Website: www.bravo.org.uk 
E-mail: secretary@bravo.org.uk 
Postal correspondence: BrAVO secretary, Ida 
Gilbert, Baytree Cottage, 44 Church Road, 
Hilmarton, CALNE, Wiltshire SN11 8SE.  

 

 

 
 

International Ophthalmology Meeting Jaboticabal 
City, Sao Paulo State, Brazil 

April 27th -28th, 2013 
Speakers:  

• Bedford P.G.C. (UK) 

• Laus, L. (Brazil) 
 
 

 
 
 

Ophthalmology Meeting 
with the 

BRAZILIAN SMALL ANIMAL VETERINARY 
CONGRESS (ANCLIVEPA) 

Natal city, RN, Brazil 
May, 8th -11th , 2013 

Speakers: 

• Laus, J. L. (Brazil) 

• Andreia, A (Brazil) 
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2013 ECVO MEETING 
Barcelona, Spain   May 16th – 19th , 2013 

Main topic Ocular Immunology & inflammation 
 

 
 
 

An invitation to attend the ECVO Meeting 
          
        Dear colleagues and friends, 
        We wish to welcome you all, on behalf of 
ECVO, to our 2013 Annual Scientific Meeting in 
Barcelona, Spain.   
         Plan to join us May 16-19;  it will  be a good 
occasion to learn and to meet old and new friends 
from all over  the world.  
         This year the central theme of our scientific 
programme will be “Ocular Immunology and 
Inflammation”.  We will provide both a broad 
overview and a state of the art approach to the 
immunologic basis of many of the eye diseases 
that we commonly encounter in our daily 
practice. 
         We look forward to meeting you soon in 
Barcelona! 
 

Gill McLellan (ECVO President) 
Charlotte Keller (ECVO Scientific Committee Chair) 
Claudio Peruccio (ECVO Planning Committee Chair)         
 

Invited speakers: 

• Dr. Yan Guex-Crosier  

• Dr. Daniel Biros 

• Dr. Cornelia Deeg 

• Dr. Carolina Naranjo Freixa  

• Dr. Christine Watté 

ECVO Barcelona - Preliminary Program 
 
Thursday May 16, 2013 (10.30–13.00/14.00–14.45) 

Continuing Education:  Immunology and  

inflammation 

• Ocular immunology (basic) (D. Biros,          

C. Watté) 

• Pathology (C. Naranjo Freixa)  

15.15 ECVO AGM 
19.00    Welcome Reception (Caixa Forum) 

 
Friday May 17, 2013 
09.00-09.15  Opening 
09.15-11.00  Resident’s Forum Session 
11.00-11.30  Coffee  Break 
11.30-13.00  Scientific Session  
13.00-14.00  Lunch 
14.00-15.00  Poster Session & Industrial  

        Exhibition 
15.00- 16.30 Scientific Session 
16.30-17.00  Coffee  Break  - Poster Session &  

         Industrial  Exhibition  
17.00- 18.30  Hereditary Eye Diseases Session  
21.00              Social Dinner  
 
Saturday May 18, 2013 
09.00-11.00   Scientific Session 
11.00-11.30   Coffee  Break  - Poster Session & 
                       Industrial Exhibition 
11.30-13.00   State of the Art Lecture: 

         Update on the management of   
         intraocular inflammation  
         (Yan Guex-Crosier) 

13.00-14.00  Lunch 
14.00-15.00   Poster Session & Industrial 
                       Exhibition 
15.00-16.45   Scientific Session 
16.45-17.30   Closing and Awards 
 
Sunday May 19, 2013 (09.00 – 13.00) 

Masterclass:  Immunology  
Ocular immunology (advanced) (D. Biros, 

C. Watte) 
Pathology (C. Naranjo Freixa) 
Immune mediated ocular diseases (C. Deeg,      

D. Biros, C. Watte, C. Naranjo Freixa) 
 

For more information: www.ecvoconference.org 
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  Italian Companion Animals  
Veterinary Association 

74th SCIVAC International Congress 
Rimini Congress Center, May 31st-June 2nd  

 
Ophthalmology Session 

Continuing Education: 

• Selected paediatric ophthalmic clinical cases 

• Glaucomas, a dog’s night mare 
• Cats have their own glaucomas 
• Endocrine disorders and the eye 
• ….. and more …… 

 

Advanced session: 

• Animal vision, from needs to function, new 
perspectives 

 
Invited Speaker:  
Paul E. Miller, DVM, Dip. ACVO, Clinical 
Professor of Comparative Ophthalmology at the 
School of Veterinary Medicine, University of 
Wisconsin 
 
For more information: 
www.scivacrimini.it 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

2013 IEOC Symposium, Jackson Hole, WY, USA 
 

The next Symposium is scheduled for June 7-9, 
2013 in picturesque Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
USA. Priority placement is provided to IEOC 
Active Members. (More information about the 
meeting as it develops this spring, and 

organizational membership, will be posted at 
www.equineophtho.org).   
 

 
 
This stunning location is the gateway to Yellowstone 
National Park and Grant Teton National Park. It is 
highly recommended that attendees extend their 
time here to visit these national treasures. The 
meeting will be held at Hotel Terra in the Teton 
Village area of Jackson Hole. Situated at the base of 
the mountain is the Swiss-style Teton. 
 

 
 

Everything needed for a great meeting and vacation 
is located here:  espresso stands, restaurants, bars, 
gift shop, groceries, car rentals, child care, personal 
trainers, horseback riding, and bike rentals. 
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The meeting schedule is expected to be similar to 
years past and is tentatively listed below. Pricing, 
schedule updates and more information will be 
provided as the meeting dates draw closer. 
Travel to the Jackson Hole International Airport is 
actually easier and more affordable than you 
might think...even from Europe! Here are some 
examples of airfare we found from some US hubs 
and a couple of international locations this fall for 
next spring: 
Chicago: $558 
Miami: $551 
LA: $472 
NY: $628 
Atlanta: $465 
Frankfurt: $1,172 
London:                                                                   
$1,027 
 

Alternatively you could arrive at the airport in 
Salt Lake City, Utah and take a scenic 5.5 hour 
drive which takes you over Teton Pass to Jackson 
Hole. It's a beautiful drive! 
 

State of the Art Speakers: 
Dennis Brooks, DVM, PhD, DACVO, speaking on, 
“Complications of Ophthalmic Surgery in the 
Horse”. 
Elizabeth Giuliano, DVM, MS, DACVO, 
presenting, “Photodynamic Therapy for Equine 
Periocular Tumors”. 
 
Featuring: 
•Abstracts 
•Case reports 
•Panel discussion 
•Roundtable discussions 
•An offsite dinner event overlooking the 
magnificent Tetons Mountains 
www.equineophtho.org  

 

 
 
 

 International Ophthalmology Meeting  

in conjunction with the  
BRAZILIAN CONGRESS OF VETERINARY 

SPECIALITIES (MEDVEP) 
Bento Gonçalves City, Rio Grande do Sul State 

July 24th -27th, 2013 
Speakers: 

• McLellan, G. (USA) 

• Galera, P. (Brazil) 

• Pigatto, J. A. T. (Brazil) 

• Laus, J. L. (Brazil) 
 

 

 

 
 

Invited Speakers: 
 

David Gould, BSc(Hons) BVM& S PhD MRCVS   
     DVOphthal Dip EVCO, RCVS & European   
     Veterinary Specialist in Ophthalmology 
     Director  Davies Veterinary Specialists. UK 
Cathryn Mellersh, BSc, PhD - Head of Canine   
     Genetics, Animal Health Trust, UK 
Rick F Sanchez, BSciBiol, DVM, Dip ECVO, MRCVS 
     Head of the Ophthalmology Service at the Royal   
     Veterinary College, University of London, UK 
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Join us ACVO in 2013 in Puerto Rico, for an 
extended program! ACVO will mirror its 
extended schedule developed for the Hawaii 
location in 2007. We will be alternating half-day 
sessions in the morning and afternoon for an 
extended number of days. This should 
accommodate excursions to dive sites, golf 
courses, visits to the rain forest, bio bays and old 
San Juan, according to your schedule needs. The 
meeting will still include general presentations, a 
poster session, an optional 'wet' lab and didactic 
course, residents' workshop, general practitioners' 
course and many fun events.  
  
The call for papers will go out May 1, 2013, due 
July 12, 2013. They will again be accepted via our 
online system. Hotel rates will be honored 3 days 
pre and post meeting at group rate, and are open 
to accept reservations beginning in early January, 
2013. Our host hotel is the Wyndham Rio Mar 
(http://www.wyndhamriomar.com/). Watch 
www.ACVOconference.org for updates and email 
office13@acvo.org with any questions. 

 
 

 
 
 

  SOVI 
Italian Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology  

Cremona, Italy,  Palazzo Trecchi  
November  30, 2013 

  
“Ocular manifestations of systemic infectious 

disorders in dogs: from pathogenesis to 
diagnosis” 

Speakers: Dr. Tommaso Furlanello, Dr. Federica   
    Maggio and Dr. Domenico Multari 
 

8.30-9.00      Registration 
9.00-9.45      Bacterial diseases - Part 1 - From   
                     Borrelia to Rickettsiae: pathogenesis,   
                     clinical signs and role of the immune   
                     system (F. Maggio) 
9.45-10.30   Bacterial diseases - Part 2 – It’s not all   
                     just about TBD: let’s talk about other   
                     noteworthy diseases and their  
                     ocular signs (D. Multari) 
10.30-11.00  Coffee Break 
11.00-11.45 Viral and parasitic disorders – From   

                     microscopic to macroscopic agents:         
                      brief roundup on  emergent, rare or  
                      unexpected diseases (F. Maggio) 
11.45-12.30 Protozoal diseases – Leishmaniasis   
                     and friends..... (D. Multari) 
12.30-13.00 Discussion 
13.00-14.00 Lunch Break 
14.00-15.00 Diagnosis, staging and treatment  
                    monitoring in tick borne diseases:  
                    from serology to molecular biology   
                    testing – Part 1. (T. Furlanello) 
15.00-15.30 Coffee Break  
15.30-16.00 Diagnosis, staging and treatment  
                    monitoring in tick borne diseases:  
                    from serology to molecular biology  
                    testing – Part 2. (T. Furlanello) 
16.00-16.30 Final Discussion  
16.30 End of the meeting 
 

Cremona, December, 1st  2013: 
 

9,00-10,30:   Free communications 
10,30-11,00: Coffee break 
11,00-12,30: Free communications 
12,30: End of the meeting 
 

For more information: socspec@scivac.it 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

AiSVO annual conference in  
Aichi, Japan, 2012 

 
That was an interesting time - The 2nd annual 
conference of the Asian Society of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology (AiSVO) was held in Aichi, Japan, 
July 20 2012. Although the official language of the 
AiSVO is English, nearly 80 participants from 
China, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea and 
Thailand attended. 
 

 
Participants of AiSVO in 2012. 
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In the conference, Founder Diplomates 
(DAiCVO), Drs. Kato and Kanemaki, gave special 
lectures in the morning, and two sponsors 
(Acrivet and Senjyu) provided the luncheon 
seminar, then 11 authors presented their case 
reports and research as six oral presentatoins and 
five posters. 
 

 
Oral presentation! 

 
There were many positive elements of the 
conference in the face of some challenges. 
Participants seemed to enjoy the presentations 
and discussion during the conference, and some 
discussions continued into the welcome dinner 
and reception. International communication and 
Aichi's local fine food and beer brought a smile 
to the face of all participants. 
AiSVO aims to promote a high level exchange 
of Asian veterinary ophthalmology scientific 
information, host research and communication 
programs that build a cohesive Asian veterinary 
ophthalmology society, and foster relationships 
between Asian counties and the world. 
At this stage four Founder Diplomates and four 
newly announced De-facto Diplomates are 
registered in the Asian College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology (AiCVO) and therefore we are 
assured that the AiSVO and AiCVO will 
continue to grow as well-organized societies in 
the future.  
Our next conference will be held in Indonesia in 
2013. 
The gate was opened in 2011. Let's have some 
great experiences throughout our exotic world. 
 
Masanori Endo 
Secretary of AiSVO 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

From the 2012 ACVO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Marriott Downtown Waterfront Hotel 

Portland OR, USA 
October 17-20, 2012 

 

 
 

ACVO Conference 2012, Portland - Review and 
Resources 
Thank you to all who attended the 2012 ACVO 
Conference in Portland, Oregon (USA). The 
conference welcomed 540 veterinarian attendees, of 
which 106 were international. The total attendees 
now approach 800, including guests, technicians and 
vendors. 
  
This year resident and Diplomate presentations 
were integrated and organized by topic, which 
assisted with the flow of the meeting's content. Over 
160 presentations were given in either verbal or 
poster format, most of these abstracts will be 
published in an upcoming issue of the Veterinary 
Ophthalmology Journal (which you may access with 
your subscription). A residents’ workshop was 
provided for general practitioners and residents 
alike, focusing on corneal surgical techniques, 
presented by top experts in their field. The 
conference also offered a corneal surgical techniques 
lecture and lab. Over 200 people were 
accommodated for the outstanding lectures which 
occurred over dinner and drinks Saturday evening. 
For a little fun a fun run was hosted, a photography 
competition took place with prizes for the winners, 
and a Gala was held at the Oregon Museum of 
Science and Industry. Overall, the meeting was 
informative and we appreciate everyone's 
participation.  
 

Access ACVO's 2011 & 2012 presentations online! 
Herein, the Globe is publishing a few abstracts of 
interest from the conference. If you missed the 
meeting but would like to view the presentations 
online, accompanied by PowerPoint slides and 
digital proceedings, visit this link to see pricing and 
a sample of the quality of presentations 
(https://www.mtgs-
etc.com/registration/acvo/orderform/orderform_d
ev1.asp). Access is available for all CE sessions from 
this year and last year, and also provides separate 
access to the Corneal Surgery lecture in Portland. 
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To let our readers have a taste of the Scientific 
Content of the meeting, a few selected abstracts 
from the Proceedings Notes have been included in 
this issue of The Globe. 
 

MULTIFOCAL RETINOPATHY IN A COLONY 
OF MINIATURE LONGHAIRED DACHSHUNDS 
WITH LATE INFANTILE NEURONAL CEROID 
LIPOFUSCINOSIS 
(JW Pearce1, REH Whiting1,2, L Castaner2, K 
Narfström1, GS Johnson3, ML Katz4) Department 
of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of Missouri-
Columbia;1 Department of Biological 
Engineering, University of Missouri-Columbia;2  
Department of Pathobiology, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of Missouri-
Columbia;3 Department of Ophthalmology, 
University of Missouri-Columbia;4 
 

Purpose.  To characterize phenotype, progression 
and genetics of a multifocal retinopathy in a 
colony of miniature longhaired Dachshunds with 
late infantile neuronal ceroid lipofuscinosis 
(LINCL).   
Methods.  Dogs used as a canine model of LINCL 
were evaluated,14 dogs with multifocal 
retinopathy were identified.  Initial evaluation 
was at 3 months of age and monthly examination 
occurred until euthanasia due to end-stage LINCL 
at 9-12 months of age.  Complete ophthalmic 
examination, fundus photography, 
electroretinography, photographic pupillary light 
reflex (PLR) evaluation, fluorescein angiography, 
optical coherence tomography (OCT) and 
histopathology were performed.  Sequencing of 
BEST1 was completed in one dog.  A grading 
scheme (grade 1 to grade 4) was established to 
monitor progression of the lesions.  
Results.  All dogs had normal fundus 
examinations prior to developing lesions.  The age 
of onset was between 5 and 10 months, all lesions 
progressed over time.  The estimated median time 
for progression from grade 1 to grade 2 was 82 
days.  Funduscopy, OCT and histopathology 
defined the lesions as multifocal, serous retinal 
detachments.  Scanning electron microscopy 
revealed textural changes of the RPE surface 
corresponding to detached areas.  Angiograms 
did not show leakage of fluorescein associated 
with the lesions.  Electroretinogram a-wave 
amplitudes and PLR thresholds did not differ 
significantly from age-matched LINCL affected 
dogs.  A mutation in BEST1 was not detected.   
Conclusions.  A multifocal retinopathy consisting 
of serous retinal detachments appears to be 
genetically linked to LINCL in the miniature 

longhaired Dachshund and does not appear to be 
caused by a mutation  in BEST1.   
 
 
Supported by Research to Prevent Blindness Inc. 
and The Saoirse Foundation grant.  
None.  
 
RETINAL PDE6A GENE THERAPY EFFECTS ON 
ROD PHOTORECEPTOR FUNCTION AND 
PRESERVATION IN THE PDE6A MUTANT DOG  
(FM Mowat 1, JT Bartoe 1, K Gornik 1, AR Bruewer 
1, A Dinculesco 2, S Boye 2, WW Hauswirth 2, SM 
Petersen-Jones1) 1.  Department of Small Animal 
Clinical Sciences, Michigan State University, East 
Lansing, Michigan USA 2; Department of 
Ophthalmology, University of Florida College of 
Medicine, Gainesville, Florida USA. 
 

Purpose: The PDE6A mutant dog has a null 
mutation in the phosphodiesterase-6A gene 
(PDE6A) resulting in an lack of retinal PDE6 
expression and absent rod function and rapid rod 
degeneration. Our attempts to rescue this severe 
phenotype with an adeno-associated viral vector 
serotype 5 (AAV5) proved unsuccessful. Our 
hypothesis was that a next-generation AAV serotype 
8 vector-type containing an engineered capsid 
mutation would rescue this phenotype. Methods: 4-
6-week old PDE6A mutant dogs received a 
unilateral subretinal injection of AAV8 mut733 
smCBA-cPDE6A. Dark- and light-adapted ERGs 
were recorded and rod-mediated vision was 
assessed via dim-light maze testing at 2-week 
intervals following treatment. Animals were 
sacrificed 3-6 months after injection and 
immunohistochemistry for retinal antigens 
including PDE, rod, cone and inner retinal markers 
was performed on retinal cryosections from treated 
and untreated eyes.  
Results: There was evidence of rod function in 
treated eyes. ERGs showed improved threshold 
with a scotopic threshold response and small rod-
shaped ERG responses.  A small improvement in 
vision was detected in a subset of animals. In treated 
eyes, rod photoreceptors were preserved in the 
injected area, and PDE expression correlated with 
both photoreceptor preservation and improved 
localization of rhodopsin to the rod outer-segments. 
Conclusions: We have shown for the first time that 
AAV gene therapy can provide partial rescue of 
rapid retinal degeneration in the PDE6A mutant 
dog, an important model for retinitis pigmentosa in 
humans. 
Support: Myers-Dunlap Endowment for Canine 
Health, Hal and Jean Glassen Memorial Foundation. 
NIH grant EY021721. WH: P 
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HISTOPATHOLOGICAL AND IMMUNO 
HISTOCHEMICAL EVALUATION OF A SINGLE 
ANMIOTIC MEMBRANE TECHNIQUE FOR 
THE TRANSPLANTATION OF LIMBAL 
EPITHELIAL CELLS (PA Moore, 1 J Kim, 2 A 
Ellis, 3 and JD Lauderdale, 2). 1Department of 
Small Animal Medicine and Surgery, College 
Veterinary Medicine; 1 Department of Cellular 
Biology, Franklin College of Arts and Sciences; 2 
Department of Pathology, Athens Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratory; 3, The University of 
Georgia, Athens, GA.  
 

Purpose. Histopathological evaluation of a single 
amniotic membrane technique for the 
transplantation of limbal epithelial cells.  
Methods. A limbal stem cell deficiency (LSCD) 
was created in the right eye of normal New 
Zealand white rabbits by performing a 360° limbal 
peritomy and limbalectomy. Intact human 
amniotic membranes (AM), with or without 
cultured limbal epithelial cells (LEC), were 
secured to the cornea. The LEC-AM graft was 
sutured with the cells facing the cornea. Animals 
were euthanized at 4 weeks (AMs only) or 6 
weeks (AM-LEC). The eyes were fixed in 
Davidson's solution and embedded in paraffin. 
Four micron sections were stained with 
Hematoxylin and Eosin. Corneal morphology was 
compared between eyes with AM only, eyes with 
AM and LEC, and normal rabbit eyes. All eyes 
were immunohistochemically stained for 
progenitor epithelial cell markers (including p63 
and ABCG2). Results. Corneas with AM alone 
were thin with only 3-4 cell layers consisting of 
morphologically normal basal epithelial cells and 
2-3 layers of polygonal cells that did not have 
specifically identifiable features but were 
presumed to be wing cells. The corneas of eyes 
with AM and LEC were morphologically similar 
to normal rabbit corneas, and had 6-7 layers of 
epithelial cells consisting of normal basal and 
wing cells that blended into the adjacent, 
unaltered corneal epithelium. The 
immunohistochemical expression of P63 and 
ABCG2 in the LEC-AM graft rabbits was similar 
to normal rabbit eyes.  
Conclusions. The single membrane LEC 
transplant technique described is an effective 
technique in functionally reconstructing the 
corneal epithelium in a LSCD model. Supported 
by the Children's Glaucoma Foundation, Sharon 
Stewart Aniridia Research Trust, Vision for 
Tomorrow Foundation, and UGA Veterinary 
Ophthalmology Research Fund.  
None. 

ACTIVE AND LATENT TGF-BETA2 IN THE 
AQUEOUS HUMOR OF CATS WITH GLAUCOMA 
(GJ McLellan,1 2 3 AKB Moon,2 N Sheibani,1 3 S 
Park,1 NM Ellinwood,4) Ophthalmology & Visual 
Sciences, School of Medicine and Public Health, 1 
and  Department of Surgical Sciences, School of 
Veterinary Medicine,2 University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Madison, WI; McPherson Eye Research 
Institute, Madison, WI;3 Department of Animal 
Science, Iowa State University, Ames, IA.4 
  
Purpose. To characterize levels of active, latent, and 
total transforming growth factor beta2 (TGFB) in 
aqueous humor of cats with primary congenital 
glaucoma.  
Methods. Concentrations of total and active TGFB 
were determined by quantitative sandwich ELISA 
(Quantikineâ, R&D Systems, Minneapolis, MN) in 
aqueous humor samples from  9 PCG (2.54 ±1.26 
years) and 9 normal cats (3.22 ± 1.27 years).  Latent 
TGFB concentration was determined as the 
difference between total and active TGFB in each 
sample. Concentrations in PCG and normal cats 
were compared by Mann-Whitney or unpaired t-
test.  
Results. Active TGFB concentrations were 
significantly increased in cats with PCG (mean ± 
SD= 153.7 ± 49.26pg/ul,) compared to normal cats 
(73.3 ± 14.01pg/ul;  p < 0.001). Median total TGFB 
concentrations were significantly greater in PCG 
(3742.6 pg/ul, IQR=2582.83) than in normal cats 
(2295.8pg/ul, IQR =  686.85pg/ul; p=0.001). Mean 
concentration of latent TGFB was higher in PCG 
(3619.9 ± 979.91ug/ul) than in normal cats 
(2274.4pg/ul, p=0.001) and mean ratio of active to 
total TGFB was slightly greater in PCG (0.04 ± 0.011) 
than in normal cats (0.03 ± 0.008) but this difference 
only just statistically significant (p=0.046). 
Conclusions. Concentrations of active, total and 
latent TGFB and the ratio of active to total TGFB 
were increased in the aqueous humor of affected 
cats. Further investigation of the role played by 
TGFB in glaucoma pathogenesis in this genetic 
model is planned.   
Supported by NIH Grants K08 EY018609, T35 
OD011078 and P30 EY0016665, and by Research to 
Prevent Blindness.   
None. 
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ISVO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  ADDRESSES 

 

Past President:   Akihiko Saito (Japan) 
 akihiko-saito@triangle-ah.co.jp 

 
President:   Peter Bedford (UK) 
   pbedford@rvc.ac.uk 
 
President Elect:    Bruce Robertson (Australia) 
  bfrob@eyevet.com.au 
 
Secretary:  Sandra van der Woerdt (USA) 
 Sandra.van.der.Woerdt@amcny.org 
 
Treasurer: David Maggs (USA) 

 djmaggs@ucdavis.edu 
 
Members:  Paolo Barros (Brazil) 

 pauloeye@usp.br 
 Lloyd Helper (USA) 
 jandlh@comcast.net 

Seo Kang Moon (Korea Rep.) 
kmseo@snu.ac.kr 
 Jose Luiz Laus (Brazil) 
 jllaus@fcav.unesp.br 
 Bob Munger  (USA) 
 eyedvm@AOL.COM 
Claudio Peruccio (Italy) 
peruccioclaudio@gmail.com 
Maurice Roze (France) 
maurice-roze@orange.fr 
 

 
 

 
 

American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(ACVO): www.acvo.org 
American Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
(ASVO): www.asvo.org 
 
European College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(ECVO): www.ecvo.org 
 
European Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
(ESVO): www.esvo.org 
 
Japanese College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(JCVO):  www.jscvo.jp 
 

British Association of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(BrAVO): www.bravo.org.uk 
 
European School for Advanced Veterinary Studies: 
www.esavs.net 
 
Continuing Education Courses in the United Kingdom: 
www.bsava.com 
 
International Veterinary Information Service (IVIS): 
www.ivis.org 
 

Latino American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists:  
www.clov.org 
 
Nice home page in German:  www.augentierarzt.at 

 

 
 

NOTE FROM THE ISVO TREASURER 
  
"To join ISVO, please contact the Treasurer, David Maggs, 
at djmaggs@ucdavis.edu for an application form.   The 
current dues are US$ 20 which guarantees the initial 2-
year membership. Currently there is no renewal fee after 
the member's first 2 years expire; however this is subject 
to revision." 
 
David Maggs 
Treasurer ISVO 

 
 

 
 
ISVO will continue to email The Globe to members at 
least three times per year 


