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It happened !  
 
It happened to me to be born in Italy, to each of 
you it happened elsewhere, spread out in this 
fantastic world. 
It happened that all of us have a different 
education, bad or good faith, easy or difficult 
growth.  
Many cultural and environmental factors made 
the difference, no reason of interaction but ….. ..  
it happened to all of us to be involved in 
Veterinary Medicine and to be attracted by 
Ophthalmology. 
We have a common interest, something linking all 
of us, a reason to talk, discuss, perhaps to meet. 
Why did it happen? We don’t know but we are 
now a small group of a few thousand people 
among some billion human beings, many still 
unaware of human rights while we are dealing 
with animal rights. 
It happened that some of us to live in an advanced 
country, had the chance, the willpower, the 
determination to receive diploma status in 
Veterinary Ophthalmology while many of us 
were and are dealing with a less sophisticated 
science still sharing the same interest.  

The brown, yellow or white skin, the religious 
beliefs don’t separate us any more. One reason to be 
linked counts more than many reasons to feel 
different. 
That’s why we are grouped under national and 
international organizations, that’s why the 
International Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
(ISVO) has a good reason to exist, to link in some 
way all of us together, to remind us that we are a 
community, we need to know what happens to our 
members all over  the world. 
The next opportunity to meet is at Jeju Island, Korea, 
at the ISVO / WSAVA joint meeting, October 13th 
2011. For more information just read the newsletter.  
                                 

                              Claudio Peruccio 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Although deep scars from the massive earthquake 
that struck Japan in March can still be seen along the 
Pacific coast in the Tohoku region, a massive 
outpouring of heartfelt support has enabled the area 
to take the first steps toward recovery. At the same 
time, many unresolved problems remain at the 
nuclear plant that was disabled by the tsunami. We 
must solve these problems so that we do not leave 
the next generation a negative inheritance. 
 
My two-year term as chairman is now drawing to a 
close. The ISVO/WSAVA Congress held in São 
Paulo, Brazil, in 2009 was my first ISVO meeting. I 
have fond memories of the warm hospitality of Dr. 
José Laus and Dr. Paulo Barros there, and I would 
like to thank them for that. In my greeting after 
succeeding Dr. Maurice Roze as chairman I also 
remember vividly how I asked for the cooperation 
of ISVO members in establishing a veterinary 
ophthalmology society and certification 
organization in Asia. Happily, the inaugural 
meeting of the Asian Society of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology will be held the same day as this 
year’s ISVO/WSAVA Congress. I would like to 
express my gratitude to Dr. Kangmoon Seo of South 
Korea for his tireless efforts in this area. At the same 
time, preparations are also underway for the 
founding of the Asian College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists (AiCVO) through the cooperative 
efforts of Drs. Ron Ofri, Michael Davidson, David 
Maggs, Barbara Nell, and Frans Stades. I would like 
to thank not only those members who have 
participated in that effort, but indeed everyone who 
has offered their support. 
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I am confident that the ISVO will develop steadily 
under the sure leadership of its new chairman, Dr. 
Peter Bedford, who brings extensive experience 
and insight to the task. I would like to end my 
term as chairman by offering a message of thanks 
on behalf of my colleagues in Asia to all of our 
friends in the field of veterinary ophthalmology 
worldwide. 
 
September 2011                                 Akihiko Saito 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
2011 ISVO MEETING 
 Jeju Island, South Korea 
October 14 – 17, 2011 

 
The ISVO meeting in 2011 will be held in Jeju 
Island (a UNESCO world heritage site), South 
Korea, October 13th 2011 from 9am to 1pm, in 
conjunction with the WSAVA World Congress 
(October 14 to 17, 2011). 
The first meeting of Asian Society of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology (AiSVO) will follow in the 
afternoon and there is a day of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology topics on Sunday October 16th 
during the main WSAVA meeting. 
 
 

Speakers Topics 

  

Dr. Akihiko Saito Canine Dry Eye 

Dr. Peter Bedford 
Aqueous Dynamics and Some  
Simple Thoughts on Glaucoma 

  ISVO Business Meeting 

Dr. Ron Ofri 
Vision in Animals. What do our 
patients actually see?  

    

Dr. Soroku Kudo 
Current canine cataract surgery in 
Japan 

Dr. Chung-Tien Lin Feline corneal diseases 

Dr. Kangmoon Seo 
Local anesthesia of the eye for 
 third eyelid flap  

 
 

 
 
 

2011 ESVO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
14-16 October 2011 

Prague, Czech Republic 
 

 
 

More details at: www.esvo.org 
 
 

 
 
 

2011 ACVO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 HILTON HEAD 
October 26-29, 2011 

 

 
 

Plan to join the ACVO in Hilton Head, South 
Carolina , to experience … 

Scientific sessions worth 17.5 CE hours; 
practice management pre-congress, anesthesia for 
ophthalmologists wet lab and a Friday Gala on the 

beach. 
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The ACVO warmly invites you to participate in 
the 42nd annual ACVO Conference in Hilton 
Head, South Carolina. The general conference will 
take place October 26 - 29, 2011 at the beautiful 
Hilton Head Marriott Resort. The program will 
include the expected modules such as the 
Residents Forum, general sessions and breakouts 
which espouse cutting edge research from our 
colleagues around the world. Attending this 
general meeting will earn registrants 
approximately 17.5 continuing education credits. 
Registration is open until the end of September. 
Walk-ups are welcomed. 
 

If you are not able to attend this year but would 
like to benefit from the sessions, the following 
courses will be recorded and available online for 
viewing post-conference: Residents Forum, 
general sessions, anesthesia didactic session and 
the general practitioners course. Contact the 
ACVO for pricing and online registration at 
office11@acvor.org. Courses will be available for 
12 months and should open the day after the 
conference closes. 
 

The memorial lecturer this year is Dr. Ivan 
Schwab...Ivan R. Schwab M.D. F.A.C.S. is 
currently a professor at the University of 
California, Davis where he has worked as an 
Ophthalmologist for over twenty years. His 
strong interests in biology and natural history 
have led him to investigate a diverse range of 
topics including ocular stem cells, bioengineered 
tissues for the eye,  and comparative optics and 
physiology. He has published extensively in these 
fields and, on a lighter note, was the winner of the 
2006 Ig Nobel Prize for Ornithology, for 
explaining why woodpeckers don’t get 
headaches. Dr. Schwab will present an 
illuminating lecture on evolutionary adaptation of 
the eye. Notes will be included in the 
proceedings. 
 

"Anesthesia for Ophthalmologists" is the focus of 
the optional Sunday lab course...This course is 
open to Diplomates, veterinarians interested in 
ophthalmology and qualified technicians. Victoria 
Lukasik DACVA will present a morning session 
including updates on anesthesia drugs (for 
instance alternatives to propofol for induction in 
case of repeat shortages, neuromuscular blockers 
on the horizon), and interactive case presentations 
- these follow the format of cases gradually 
presented with all clinical pathology findings, 
monitoring parameter changes during the 
procedure and discussion on troubleshooting 
problems as they arise. Members of ACVO's 
planning committee have attended similar 

sessions elsewhere and have found her 
presentations to be lively, entertaining and 
educational. 
For the afternoon lab, for 2-4 hours the interactive 
presentation will concentrate on the use of 
ventilators for IPPV, discussion and demonstration 
of means to troubleshoot monitoring equipment 
(esp. blood pressure and BP cuffs). Separate notes 
will be provided for this course. 
 

Residents Workshop...Residents will welcome Dr. 
Frans Stades, Diplomate, European College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists from the Veterinary 
Specialist Centre of Wagenrenk, in the Netherlands 
for a 2.5-3 hour presentation on eyelid surgery. Dr. 
Stades is internationally renowned for his 
knowledge of veterinary ophthalmic surgery. Eyelid 
surgery is one of his areas of special interest and this 
should be an excellent opportunity for residents in 
training (and others) to hear from an expert in this 
field.  
 

Practice Management... Two Practice Management 
courses will be provided as a pre-congress to the 
meeting, Wednesday, October 26th. The first will 
be, “5 Practical ‘Must Know’ Ways to Use Social 
Media in a Specialty Practice” and is open to 
veterinarians, technicians and practice managers. 
The second is “Practice Management for your 
ACVO/Merial Service Dog Event - Increase your 
Return on Investment (ROI)!” Registration for these 
courses can still be added to your general 
registration if you’d like. 
Friday Gala... It will be difficult to compete with the 
2010 meeting's SeaWorld event, but we think you 
will enjoy this gathering. ACVO's Friday Gala will 
allow participants to enjoy the beautiful white beach 
flanking the hotel. We anticipate an outdoor event 
providing a fun chance to mingle on expansive, 
softly lit decking while enjoying pleasant 
background music. Those who revel in the lighter 
side of things may participate in the many beach 
games and activities that will be provided via the 
hotel (picture Bocci Ball, Limbo, horseshoes, among 
others...). Later  that evening attendees could enjoy 
viewing the stars via telescopes overlooking the 
Atlantic ocean. 
 

General practitioners, are you interested in 
veterinary ophthalmology? The American College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists invites you to its 6th 
Annual “Clinical Ophthalmology for General 
Practitioners,” Saturday, October 28, 2011 in Hilton 
Head, SC. Topics include: Ocular Examination and 
Diagnostics, Clinical Approach to the Red Eye, 
Ocular Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Glaucoma 
Recognition and Therapy, Ocular Emergencies, 
Evaluation of Acute Blindness and Ulcerative 
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Keratitis. The one day course will offer 8 hours of 
CE, contact with ophthalmic vendors, lunch and a 
reduced rate if you wish to also attend the general 
conference. If you would like to participate in the 
course but cannot attend in person, contact our 
office for details regarding the webinar that will 
be available post-conference.          
Visit www.ACVOconference.org for more 
information and registration materials. 
 

We’ve tried to enhance your experience this year. 
See what changes you will enjoy: 
* We will be digitally recording CE sessions for 
attendee benefit post-conference. The residents 
forum, general sessions, Friday breakouts, 
anesthesia lecture and the general practitioners 
sessions will be available. Contact the ACVO 
office to register for these sessions online, 
alternatively check the website post-meeting to 
register and gain access! 
* The poster session will be fully expanded to two 
full days, allowing up to 60 presentations. 
* A photography competition will take place 
complete with the categories of: anterior segment, 
posterior segment, non-ophthalmic and photo-
edited. Prizes will be awarded. Details here: 
http://www.acvoconference.org/2011/social/Ph
otoCompetitionRules2011.pdf   
* An internet café is being provided by a sponsor 
to better link you to your computer needs on the 
floor of the meeting. 
* Audio visual aspects will be upgraded to 
enhance the sessions and especially viewing from 
the back of the larger sessions. 
 

The location of the conference on Hilton Head 
Island is beautiful, yet would be considered one of 
our more remote locations. Plan to golf one of the 
many amazing professional courses on the island. 
Even though the location is a 40-50 minute drive 
from the Savannah, Georgia airport, we have 
found car rentals and shuttle fees to be very 
reasonable. More information regarding travel 
details is located on the website. 
 

I would encourage everyone to also consider 
staying an extra day or two in Savannah, Georgia. 
The city is historically intriguing and just plain 
fun to explore. Information regarding the meeting 
will be continually updated at 
www.ACVOconference.org , alternatively you 
may contact the ACVO headquarters at 
office11@acvo.org  or +1-208-466-7624. 
We hope you are able to attend! 
Warm regards, 
Stacee Daniel 
ACVO Executive Director 

 
 

William Magrane Basic Science Course in 
Veterinary & Comparative 

Ophthalmology 
North Carolina, NC State University College of 

Veterinary Medicine 
 

Sponsored by North Carolina State University &   
ACVO Vision for Animals Foundation 

The next ACVO Basic Science Course will be held 
again at North Carolina State University, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Raleigh NC, June 4-June 23, 
2012.  The course will follow a similar format as in 
years past. Details on registration and housing will 
be available sometime in late 2011, after the ACVO 
conference. 
For more information, visit: 
http://cvm.ncsu.edu/conted/ophtho.html 
 

 
 

International Equine Ophthalmology 
Consortium Symposium 

April 1-2, 2011 | W. Palm Beach, Florida, USA 
June 10-12, 2012 | Stirling Scotland  

 
The 2012 IEOC Symposium will be held at the 
Stirling Management Centre in Stirling, Scotland, 
June 11-12, 2012.   

 
 
Attendance is limited and is filling up quickly. Pre-
registration is currently available to secure your 
spot. Your deposit will be debited toward the total 
registration cost, the remainder of which will be 
collected in Spring 2012. This registration fee will 
include three nights lodging and meals. Please see 
the registration form for more information and a 
tentative schedule.   

Information is located at www.equineophtho.com , 

or download the registration form here (We 
appreciate your patience as our website is being 
redesigned in September. You may also contact us at 

office@equineophtho.com 
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2012 ECVO MEETING 
Trieste, Italy 

24th – 27th  May 2012 
 

 
 
 

An invitation from the ECVO President 
 

          Dear colleagues and friends, 
 I  am  very pleased to invite you all to the ECVO 
meeting in Trieste, Italy, May 2012.   
         It   will   be   the  main  European  event   in 
Veterinary  Ophthalmology  and  will  serve as a 
platform   to   learn   new   ideas,    socialise  with  
old  and  new  friends  and colleagues, and  have  
contact   and   discussion   with many ophthalmic 
companies.  
         The   main   topic   for   the  meeting will  be 
“Hereditary  Eye  Diseases”. 
         Looking forward to meeting many of you in 
Trieste! 
 
                                             Ingrid Allgoewer 
                                              ECVO President 
 
 
 
 

Why focus on Hereditary Eye Disease (HED): a 
meeting everybody should attend! 

 

        We, as veterinarians focusing mainly on 
companion animal eyes, discover regularly a 
number of more or less severe inherited eye 
diseases especially in purebred dogs and cats. 
        There are several reasons for this: in the 
struggle to obtain beautiful animals for the show 
room, breeders are prone to use specific animals, 
maybe a bit too often, especially if the breeding 
stock is comparatively small. Further, it appears 
that we are finding more and more gene defects. 
         Actually we are finding new mutations, not 
previously known to exist, sometimes even 
having spread world-wide already, with the 
exchange of semen and/or dogs and cats that see 
no borders between countries.  
 

         It is important that we all are up-to-date in the 
diagnostics of hereditary eye diseases. We need to 
use similar vocabulary and have the same 
definitions so that we can fill in examination forms 
in a clear and precise way.  Also, it is an advantage 
to understand what is written in the 52,000 ECVO 
examination forms that are already produced on a 
yearly basis in Europe. There is also an exchange of 
examination forms when animals move between 
countries and this will most probably only increase 
in the future.   
         To date there are 176 panelists and 76 ECVO 
diplomates involved in the ECVO scheme in 
Europe. The HED committee is trying to conform 
examination procedures, come up with the same 
diagnosis as a result of specific clinical findings, and 
give the same type of advice in regards to breeding 
in relation to specific HED.  
         The ECVO HED committee is working very 
hard on these issues and hopes to present some 
results at the upcoming meeting in Trieste. We also 
hope to be able to present the new ECVO Manual 
(online and in paper format) and show you the latest 
exciting results from a new online registration 
procedure in regards to results of examination 
protocols from countries in Europe.    
         Please show that you are willing to participate 
in the control of these, very often painful and/or 
blinding diseases, by coming to the ECVO meeting 
2012 in Trieste, Italy ! 
 

                   Kristina Narfström 
       Chair of ECVO HED Committee 

 
 

Scientific Program and call for papers 
 

The 2012 ECVO meeting in Trieste will again offer a 
Continuing Education day on Thursday and 
Masterclass on Sunday with Hereditary Eye 
Diseases as the main topic. We are excited to 
announce Dr. Kristina Narfström, Dr. Cynthia Cook, 
Dr. Gustavo Aguirre and Dr. Alberto Auricchio as 
our invited speakers and course presenters. The 
State-of –the Art Lecture will be presented by both 
Drs. Aguirre and Dr. Auricchio (who will focus on 
the human aspect of genetic ocular diseases and 
gene therapy).  
Call for paper is released in October through the 
ECVO website and deadline for abstract submission 
is February 29, 2012. 

 
      Ursula Dietrich 

                    Chair of ECVO Scientific  Committee 
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Main topic of the 2012 ECVO Annual Meeting: 
Hereditary Eye Diseases 

Schedule (as per September 15, 2011) 

  
Thursday, 
May 24 

Friday, 
May25 

Saturday, 
May 26 

Sunday, 
May 27 

08.30 – 
09.15 

09.15 – 
10.00 

Opening / 
Resident’s 
Forum 
Session* 

Scientific 
Session * 

10.00 – 
10.30 

  

Coffee Coffee 

10.30 – 
11.15 

11.15 – 
12.00 

CE 
Hereditary 
Eye 
Diseases 

Resident’s 
Forum / 
Scientific 
Session * 

State of the 
Art 
Lecture 

12.00 – 
13.00 

Lunch 

13.00 – 
14.00 

Lunch and 
posters** 

Lunch and 
posters** 

14.00 – 
14.45 

CE 
Hereditary 
Eye 
Diseases 

14.45 – 
15.00 

Break 

15.00 – 
15.30 

Scientific 
Session * 

Scientific 
Session * 

15.30 – 
16.00 

Coffee Coffee 

16.00 – 
16.45 

16.45 – 
17.00 

17.00 – 
17.30 

ECVO 
AGM 
(ECVO 
diplomates 
only) 

Eye Scheme 
Updates and 
HED Self 
Assessment 
test 

Scientific 
Session *, 
closing & 
awards 

19.30 - Welcome 
reception  

Conference 
dinner  

  

Masterclass: 
Hereditary 
Eye 
Diseases 

* The Residents’ Forum Session and Scientific Sessions 
(original research and clinical studies) will consist of free 
communication lectures. Titles will be published by the 
beginning of April 2012. 
** Poster Sessions with all first authors standing by their 
posters from 13.00-14.00. 

Preparations for the 2012 ECVO Congress in 
Trieste are well on their way ! 

Please visit our website at www.ecvo.org 
regularly over the next few months for news and 
updates on the upcoming ECVO 2012 Conference 
in Trieste, Italy. The section in the Home Page that 
is dedicated to the conference offers a general 
introduction to the meeting and it will be updated 
with the latest news as they become available. As 
we move closer to May 24 2012, the “read more” 
link in this section will open a page with up to 
date information with the details of the program, 
dates for registration and a call for scientific 
papers. Alternatively you can click on the 
Meetings/Abstracts tab and navigate directly to 

the dedicated congress page. As in previous 
occasions, once on-line registration for the Congress 
is available, a registration link will appear through 
the congress’ organizers website 
www.ecvoconference.org, which will also be 
accessible through the college’s website 
www.ecvo.org  We look forward seeing colleagues 
and friends, old and new, in 2012. 
 

       Rick F. Sanchez 
   Chair of ECVO Communication  Committee 
 
 
What you need to know about Trieste 
 
The 2012 ECVO Annual Meeting will be held 

in the Trieste Congress Palace, in the center of the 
city, at walking distance from most hotels and 
places of interest.  

Trieste is a nice city to be visited, a spot of 
unknown beauty and culture, proud refuge of great 
authors of the 19th century. 

To let you better know the place where we are 
planning to meet, we share information from some 
international newspapers, starting on the September 
issue of The Globe with an article from the New 
York Times. 

Further information will be available on the 
ECVO webpage and in the future issues of The 
Globe. 

   Claudio Peruccio 
          Chair of ECVO Planning Committee 
 

From the “New York Times”, March 25, 2011                             
Elegy on the Adriatic                                               
Travel: by Jim Lewis 

http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/03/25/e
legy-on-the-adriatic/ 

One morning, about a century ago, the poet 
Rainer Maria Rilke was visiting his friend, Princess 
Marie von Thurn und Taxis-Hohenlohe, in her 
seaside castle at Duino, just west of Trieste. 
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 He was 36, broke, blocked, disconsolate 
and sickly, a saturnine man contemplating his 
fears and failures. Perhaps the princess had 
business elsewhere; perhaps she understood a 
poet’s need for solitude; perhaps he was merely 
bad company. In any case, she left the castle, 
while Rilke remained, watched over by a staff 
who must have found him odd, at best. It was 
January, and Trieste’s furious Bora wind was 
blowing; nevertheless, he liked to walk along the 
cliffs overlooking the Adriatic.  

 
 
On one such occasion, he was brooding 

about money, as writers will, when his thoughts 
were interrupted by a voice emerging from the 
gale: “Who, if I cried, would hear me among the 
Dominions of Angels?” 

That phrase, word for word as dictated, 
begins the “Duino Elegies,” among the most 
estimable long poems of the 20th century. And 
that story, recounted by the princess in her letters 
and repeated in almost every account of Rilke’s 
life, sums up much that’s distinct and singular 
about Trieste and its environs: its isolation, 
wedged as it is on the far eastern coast of Italy, 
between a steep limestone escarpment and the 
deep blue sea; its fierce weather mitigated by 
solid comforts; its muted splendor; and its 
reputation as a haven for distinguished exiles, 
outsiders and eccentrics — especially writers, of 
whom Trieste has hosted a great many. 

 

Aside from Rilke, there was Casanova, 
whose memoirs end with his sojourn in Trieste, and 
Stendahl, who served as a consul here, as did 
Richard Burton (the half-mad explorer, not the 
actor), who disliked the place and bided his time by 
translating the Kama Sutra and the Arabian Nights. 
Johann Joachim Winckelmann, the pioneering 
German art historian, died here — murdered by a 
robber in his hotel room. At the age of 20, Freud 
spent some time in the city, dissecting eels as part of 
his medical training. The poet Filippo Marinetti 
started his Futurist movement here, with an evening 
of theater, readings, manifestos and mayhem. James 
Joyce accomplished most of his life’s work while 
teaching English to Triestini, and Italo Svevo was 
born and raised here.  

 
 
The great travel essayist Jan Morris chose 

Trieste as the subject of her final book, and its 
subtitle — “The Meaning of Nowhere” — perhaps 
gives some insight into why, of all these figures, 
only Svevo was a local. Trieste is where you go to 
reinvent yourself, to be left alone, if you want — or 
not, if you don’t. 

It hosts a massive port but has none of a 
port city’s usual fare of sin and swagger. Instead, it’s 
a city of cafes (coffee production is a main industry 
in Trieste): they are everywhere and constantly 
crowded with conversation — and in several 
different languages, for there are still Austrians 
living here, as well as Serbs, Croats, Turks and 
Greeks. The local dialect, Triestine, is a hodgepodge 
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of Italian and various imported languages. Stroll 
around for a few days and you begin to notice it: a 
constant stream of chatter, argument, gossip, 
running from noon to night, conducted mostly by 
amiable young crowds.  

It’s a city for flâneurs, made for walking, 
for poking around, stopping in, moving on, for 
lightheartedness and romance. (You see couples 
smooching everywhere — in the squares, in the 
cafes, on the long concrete pier that extends out 
into the sea.) 

Mention the city’s name to anyone who 
travels, and they’ll almost certainly have heard of 
it — and perhaps even know a few things about it, 
because it was once an emblem of a now 
disintegrated empire, because Joyce appended its 
name to the end of “Ulysses” (he wrote much of 
the novel here), because it appears in books of 
European history.  

 
 
It’s a city that seems to exist in a different 

century, a reminder of past glories, long forgotten 
— like Yalta or Marienbad. 

It is essentially an Austro-Hungarian city 
with an Italian-speaking majority, built up as a 
Mediterranean port by the Hapsburgs at the 
height of their empire, ceded to Italy in 1919, 
occupied by the Germans in 1943, transformed 
into a semiautonomous city-state after the war 
and returned to Italy in 1954.  

Thus it remains: a small realm (the 
population is about 200,000) on the far 
easternmost point of the Adriatic coast, perched 
on a tiny sliver of land virtually surrounded by 

Slovenia, a happy mongrel made up of echt-
Austrian architecture (complete with that curious, 
mustard-colored paint of which the Austrians seem 
so fond), some Slavic faces and food from just about 
everywhere.  

 
 

A curious, anomalous place; and so I went, 
and discovered one of my favorite cities in the 
world. It felt like a discovery, anyway, and certainly 
I’m not the first to experience it that way. Even the 
locals feel pleasantly isolated from the world 
outside.  

One night I found myself sitting outdoors at 
a restaurant, talking to a young Italian man I’d just 
met about why we liked the place so much. He had 
grown up there, he told me, and then moved to 
Milan. “Too busy, too noisy, too dirty,” he said, 
frowning in distaste; so he came home. He was a 
businessman of some sort, in his mid-30s, I’d guess; 
I wrote all his facts down, but some time earlier the 
chef had brought us a bottle of aquavit of which he 
was justly proud. We went at that for a while, and 
the next morning I couldn’t read my own 
handwriting. In any case, the businessman told me, 
he didn’t intend to move away again. He asked me 
if I was enjoying my stay, and I said, “Yes, very 
much.” He smiled, as if he knew this, and asked me 
why. “It’s so lovely,” I said. “It’s quiet and . . . 
decent. And best of all, it’s so. . . . ” “Hidden,” he 
said, and I said, “Yes. It’s like a European Shangri-
La.” 

It’s this near-magical combination of legend 
and invisibility that explains why, of all European 
cities of repute, Trieste seems the least spoiled. I 
visited during the high season, stopped in Venice 
along the way and found the latter city unbearably 
crowded, beset by roving gangs of sightseers. As I 
drove down the cliffs toward Trieste, only 70 miles 
east, they seemed to disappear, and by the time I 
arrived in town there was hardly a tourist to be 
found — and this despite its shoreline, its delightful 
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warrens of streets and alleys, its magnificent 
plazas and lovely parks. My hotel was as 
enviously located as any I’ve ever seen: it made 
up one side of the enormous    Piazza   Unità   
d’Italia,    a   magnificent central square that opens 
onto the Adriatic and serves as the city’s main 
gathering place.  

 
 
Returning to my room at night, I could 

look out on the vast expanse of marble and 
masonry and watch what seemed like the entire 
city, chatting well into the night; but I 
encountered no other guests, aside from a group 
of bicyclists who arrived one morning and left the 
next. The tiny parking lot at the Duino Castle was 
only about half full, though it’s a spectacular 
place, perched precipitously on a bluff outside of 
town.  

There were no more than a half dozen 
people wandering around the Miramare Castle, a 
small, lovely residence overlooking the city that 
was conceived in the mid-19th century by the 
Austrian Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian Joseph. 
A story: He’d hoped to retire there with his 
beloved wife, Carlotta; instead, he was pressed 
into an appointment as emperor of Mexico, a 
bizarre and preposterous episode that ended 
when he was captured and executed by Benito 
Juárez. He never had a chance to live in the castle; 
instead, the hapless Carlotta, insane with grief, 
occupied the place alone and in seclusion. 

I would say you can’t make this stuff up; 
but you can, and if you can, Trieste is a place to 
do it. There are many cities in the world that are 
made for painters and painting; there are cities for 
filmmakers, for music, for ballet. But there are no 
particular cities for writers and poets; the 
occupation is too solitary, its audience too 
amorphous. Or perhaps there is one, this one, 
Trieste — a city made for talking, thinking, 
writing, wandering. A city for storytellers and 
makers of verse. I loved it immediately. I’m going 
back as soon as I can.” 

JL 

 

 
Italian Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
SOVI Satellite Meeting to the ECVO AM 

Trieste, Congress Center, Sunday May 27, 2012 
 

Preliminary program 
13.30 - 14.00 C. Giordano, G. Barsotti:  An update on   

         HED epidemiology in non Italian breeds  
14.00 - 14.30 A. Guandalini:  HED in the Italian breeds 
14.30 - 15.30 C. Peruccio: Borderline HED clinical cases 

         and Self assessment  
15.30 - 15.45 C. Peruccio: Planning the Italian Scheme 
15.45 - 16.00  Discussion 
16.00                End of the Satellite Meeting  
 

 
 

 
 

From the 2011 ECVO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Berlin, Germany 
May 19 -22,  2011 

 
To let our readers have a taste of the Scientific 
Content of the meeting,  a  few selected abstracts 
from the Proceedings Notes  have been included in 
this issue of The Globe. 
 

PECTINATE LIGAMENT DYPLASIA AND 
NARROWING OF THE IRIDOCORNEAL ANGLE 
IN THE JACK RUSSELL AND PARSON RUSSELL 

TERRIER BREEDS IN BELGIUM                                   
JE Premont, J Frant, SM Daspet & M Grauwels       

Department of Clinical Sciences, Ophthalmology, Faculty of 

Veterinary Medicine, Università de Liège, Belgium 

Purpose: To describe the incidence of pectinate ligament 
dysplasia (PLD) and narrowing of the iridocorneal angle 
(NICA), and their relationship to glaucoma, in 
glaucomatous and clinically normal Jack Russell (JRT) 
and Parson Russell Terrier (PRT) dogs in Belgium. 
Methods: Complete ophthalmic examination, including 
tonometry and gonioscopy, was performed in 123 
normal dogs (58 JRT, 65 PRT), and 17 dogs with 
glaucoma. The opening of the ICA was inspected by slit-
lamp biomicroscopy, and the width was subjectively 
graded as open, narrow or closed. PLD was graded as 
follows: 0: normal, 1: < 25%, 2: 25 - 50%, 3: 50 -75% and 4: 
> 75% of the examined circumference of the ICA 
presenting abnormal PL. Results: The 123 normal dogs 
included 65 females and 58 males with a mean age of 5.9 
+ 3.4 years. PLD and/or NICA were detected in 43.9% of 
the normal dogs; this was 26/58 JRT and 28/65 PRT. The 
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PLD and/or NICA dogs were affected bilaterally in 
61.1% of cases. In dogs with a narrow ICA, fibrae latae 
and short laminae of pectinate ligaments were 
commonly found. Severe PLD and abnormal ICA 
were observed simultaneously in 14.7% of dogs (15 
PRT, three JRT). Out of the 17 dogs with glaucoma, 
ten dogs (all JRT) were diagnosed with primary 
glaucoma associated with PLD and/or NICA. Their 
mean age was 5.9 ± 3.5 years. Conclusion: This study 
suggests that the incidence of NICA and PLD is high 
in JRT and PRT dogs in Belgium, possibly 
predisposing them to glaucoma. Support None. 
 

EFFECTS OF TROPI CAMI DE ON 

INTRAOCULAR PRESSURE AND ANTERIOR 

SEGMENT MORPHOLOGY IN NORMAL AND 

GLAUCOMATOUS CATS 

F Espinheira Gomes1, E Bentley1, L Ramsey2, JP 

Kemmerling2, T-L Lin3, N Keuler3 & GJ McLellan1'2   School 

of Veterinary Medicine, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, USA1; Department of Ophthalmology & 

Visual Sciences, School of Medicine & Public Health, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA2; Department of 

Statistics, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA 

Purpose: To determine the effects of tropicamide on 
intraocular pressure (IOP) and anterior segment 
morphology (ASM) in normal cats and cats with 
primary congenital glaucoma (PCG). Methods: Six 
normal and seven PCG cats received 
0.5%tropicamide OU (Tropicamide 0.5% -Bausch 
and Lomb, Inc., Tampa, Florida USA). HRUS was 
performed at O, 1, 5 and 10h post-treatment to 
measure a number of ASM parameters including 
sclera thickness (ST); angle recess area (ARA); length 
(CCL), width (CCW) and area (ACC) of the ciliary 
cleft; trabecular meshwork-iris distance (TMID); 
iridociliary process distance (ICPD); and iris-lens 
contact (ILC). IOP and PD were measured OU at O, 
1, 2, 3, 5, 7, and 9h. Data were evaluated using 
Student's t-tests; repeated measures ANOVA, and 
Spearman rank correlation. Significance was set at 
p<0.05. Results: In PCG cats, the ciliary cleft was 
typically too small to measure, in contrast to normal 
cats. In normal cats, ARA, TMID and ICPD 
significantly increased and CCL and ILC were 
significantly decreased at 1h following tropicamide. 
In PCG, ICPD increased and ILC decreased at 1h 
and ST increased at 5h. IOP OD in normal cats was 
greater than baseline for 3h, but was only significant 
at 3h post-treatment (mean 40.4% increase). IOP OD 
was significantly increased in PCG cats for 3h with 
maximal IOP observed at 1h (mean 80.2% increase). 
Conclusions: IOP can significantly increase after 
topical 0.5%tropicamide in normal and PCG cats. 
ASM in PCG cats is significantly different from 
normal cats. Changes in ASM were observed 

following tropicamide administration but the 
mechanism for IOP elevation remains unclear. 
Support: NIH grants K08 EY018609 and P30 
EY0016665; Companion Animal Fund, UW-Madison 
School of Veterinary Medicine 

 

BLUE COMES ARE PRESERVED BY GENE THERAPY IN THE 

RPE65 DEFICIENT DOG 

FM Mowat1, J Bartoe1, A Breuwer1, JW Bainbridge2, RR 

Ali2 & SM Petersen-Jones1   Department of Small Animal 

Clinical Sciences, Michigan State University, East Lansing, 

USA 1; Department of Genetics, University College London, 

Institute of Ophthalmology,  London, UK 2 
Purpose: Inherited deficiency of RPE65 in the dog 
causes abnormalities in rod and cone function and 
progressive photoreceptor degeneration. Gene therapy 
to deliver a replacement gene can rescue rod and cone 
function. The aim of this study was to determine 
whether RPE65 gene therapy promotes the survival of 
cone photoreceptors in the retina of the RPE65-
deficient dog. Methods: Eight young dogs (6 months 
to 2 years old; 15 eyes) received subretinal injections of 
AAV2/2.hRPE65p/hRPE65. Animals were sacrificed 
at a mean of 23.7 months following injection. Four eyes 
from uninjected dogs were also examined (2 eyes from 
two 14 week old dogs, 2 eyes from two 5 year old 
dogs). We quantified cone numbers in treated and 
untreated retinal regions using markers for red/green 
cone opsin (RG opsin), blue cone opsin (B opsin; both 
Chemicon), human cone-arrestin (gift from Cheryl 
Craft), RPE65 (Abcam) and peanut agglutinin (Vector 
Laboratories). Results: Untreated dogs showed a loss 
of blue cones with age, red/green cones were 
relatively well preserved. RPE65 gene therapy 
promoted survival of blue cones, but only in the 
injected area. Examination of the periphery of the 
injected area showed that there was a sharp 
demarcation of treatment effect with a lack of blue 
cone survival immediately outside the injected area. 
Conclusion: Blue cones are particularly susceptible to 
degeneration in the RPE65-deficient dog retina, but 
can be preserved by RPE65 gene replacement  therapy. 

Support: British Retinitis Pigmentosa Society, 
European Union AAV-EYE, NIHR Biomedical Centre 
for Ophthalmology, The Hai and Jean Glassen 
Memorial Foundation. 
 

EFFECTS OF PROXYMETACAINE, FLUORESCEIN AND 

FUSIDIC ACID ON QPCR ASSAYS USED FOR THE 

DIAGNOSIS OF FELINE HERPES VIRUS AND 

CHLAMYDOPHILA FELIS  INFECTIONS IN CATS 

S Segarra1'2, K Papasouliotis1'3 & C Helps1'3  School of Veterinary 
Sciences, University of Bristol, United Kingdom1; Small Animai 
Hospital2 and Dìagnostic Laboratories3, Langford Veterinary 

Services, Langford, United Kingdom 
Purpose: To investigate the possible inhibition of qPCR 
assays by topica! anaesthetics (Proxymetacaine), topica! 
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antibiotics (Fusidic acid) and fluorescein in vitro. 
Methods: Four samples of 50 µl each were prepared for 
proxymetacaine hydrochloride 0.5% w/v (Chauvin 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, UK), fluorescein sodium 1% w/v 
(Chauvin Pharmaceuticals Ltd, UK) and fusidic acid 10 
mg/g suspension (Fucithalmic®Vet Dechra Veterinary 
Products, Denmark). Controls consisted of four samples 
containing 50 µl of phosphate buffered saline (PBS). A 
standard DNA extraction buffer (380 µl) containing PBS, 
BQ1 and proteinase K (Nucleospin BloodS kit, Macherey 
Nagel) was spiked with 2.5 µl of C.felis DNA and 2.5 µl of 
FHV-1 DNA and added to each of the samples. Duplex 
qPCR was performed to quantify the levels of C.felis and 
FHV-1 DNA using an Agilent MX3005P qPCR machine. 
Statistical analysis was performed using InStat 3 for 
Macintosh. Threshold cycle (Ct) values were compared 
using the non-parametric Kruskal-Wallis test with 
Dunn's multiple comparison. Results: No statistically 
significant differences were detected between the control 
Ct values (FHV-1: 24.01-24.41; C.felis. 23.45-23.94) and Ct 
values for proxymetacaine (FHV-1: 24.88-25.23; C.felis. 
24.22-24.53) and fluorescein (FHV-1: 24.36-25.34; C.felis. 
24.5-24.88) (P> 0.05). The Ct values for fusidic acid 
(FHV-1: 26.07-26.80; C.felis. 24.85-25.56) were 
significantly higher than the control samples (P< 0.01 ) 
but the increases were small and deemed unlikely to 
affect clinical diagnosis of disease. Conclusions: In 
contrast to what has been shown in humans, topical 
anaesthetics and fluorescein do not interfere with qPCR 
assays used for diagnosis of C.felis and FHV-1 infections 
in cats. Further in vitro and in vivo studies are required to 
establish the clinical relevance of this study and to 
determine the possible interference of fusidic acid. 

 

TREATMENT OF "MELTING" ULCERS IN DOGS 

AND CATS WITH UV-A / RIBOFLAVIN 

CROSSLINKING OF CORNEAL COLLAGEN (CXL):                   

A PILOT STUDY 

SA Fot1, M Florin1, BM Spiess1 & F Hafezi2                                  

Equine Department, Vetsuisse Faculty, University of 
Zurich, Switzerland1; Department of Ophthalmology, 

Geneva University Hospitals, Switzerland2 

Purpose: Irradiation of the cornea with ultraviolet-A 
light in the presence of riboflavin as a photosensitizing 
agent (CXL) is a new treatment modality that induces 
addìtional cross-links within and between collagen 
fìbers. CXL increases cornea! biomechanical and 
biochemical stability and is used to treat infectious and 
non-infectious corneal melting in humans. The free 
radicals induced by CXL likely directly destroy the cell 
membranes of microorganisms and reduce collagenase 
activity by sterical hindrance of their binding sites. We 
present a pilot study of two dogs and three cats with 
corneal malacia that were successfully treated with 
CXL. Methods: CXL treatment was performed in cases 
of progressive corneal "melting" despite intensive 
conventional medical therapy. Medical therapy was 

continued in all patients. The available follow-up ranged 
from 1 week to 2 months and involved slit lamp 
examination, fluorescein staining and photographic 
documentation during all rechecks. Results: Within 1-20 
days of CXL treatment the corneal stroma stabilized 
without signs of further malacia or further progression of 
the ulcers in all five CXL treated patients. Surgical 
stabilization of the cornea was not necessary in any of 
the cases. One dog developed a non-healing erosion and 
one cat developed a sequestrum after CXL treatment. It 
is unclear whether these were complications induced by 
the CXL treatment itself. Conclusions: CXL seems to be 
an effective alternative treatment modality for corneal 
malacia in small animal patients. More investigations 
comparing the effectivity and complication rate of CXL 
to those of standard medical treatment are needed and 
ongoing at our institution. 
 

FELINE POST-TRAUMATIC OCULAR SARCOMA IN 

TEN CATS WITH PREVIOUS LENS SURGERY 

C Naranjo1, JA Southwick1, E Bentley2 & RR Dubielzig1 

Comparative Ocular Pathology Laboratory of Wisconsin, 
University of Wìsconsin-Madison, USA1; Department of 
Surgical Sciences, University of Wisconsin-Madison,USA2                                                                                   

Purpose: To describe ten cases of feline post-traumatic 
ocular sarcoma occurring in cats that had previously 
undergone some type of lens surgery. Methods: A 

retrospective study was conducted searching the 
database of the Comparative Ocular Pathology 
Laboratory of Wisconsin. Cases were included when: the 
sample received was a globe (enucleation); 
histopathologic diagnosis was feline post-traumatic 
sarcoma; and there was a history of previous lens 
removal surgery (including intracapsular and 
extracapsular procedures for cataract or lens luxation). 
Signalment, clinical history, type of surgery, type of 
tumor and follow-up information, when available, were 

gathered from the histopathology submission forms. 
Results: Ten cats fulfìlled the inclusion criteria. There 
were seven castrated males and three spayed females, 
with a mean age of 12.7 years at the time of enucleation. 
Time from lens surgery to enucleation was 4.8 years. 
Four tumors were diagnosed as spindle-cell variant, four 

tumors were of the round-cell variant and two tumors 
were of the osteosarcoma / chondrosarcoma variant. All 
spindle-cell variants occurred in cats that had undergone 

cataract surgery, whereas all round-cell variants 
occurred in cats that had undergone an intracapsular 
procedure after lens luxation. Conclusions: Although 

causal relationship cannot be established in this 
retrospective study, there is a possibility of development 
of post-traumatic sarcoma in cats that undergo lens 
removal surgery. Whether the tumor is the result of the 
surgery or of the previous traumatic event that could 
have resulted in the development of cataracts or lens 
luxation cannot be determined. 
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A  SURVEY  OF  OPHTHALMIC  ABNORMALITIES  

IN THE LABRADOODLE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

JAC OIiver & DJ Gould Davies Veterinary Specialists, 
Hertfordshire, United Kingdom 

Purpose: To investigate the incidence of 
ophthalmic abnormalities in the Labradoodle in 
the United Kingdom. Methods: One-hundred and 
seventy-five Labradoodles underwent slit-lamp 
biomicroscopy and direct and indirect 
ophthalmoscopy between January 2008 and 
December 2009. These examinations were 
performed at shows by one of the authors. In 
addition, Labradoodle eye certificates from the 
2008 and 2009 BVA/KC/ISDS Eye Scheme were 
analysed (n = 260). The results of the 
examinations were reviewed and all ophthalmic 
abnormalities recorded. The prevalence of any 
abnormality recorded was compared to that 
reported in the BVA/KC/ISDS Eye Scheme 
during 2009 in the Labrador Retriever, Miniature 
Poodle, Toy Poodle and Standard Poodle breeds. 
Statistica! analysis was performed using chi-
squared tests and statistica! significance was set at 
P< 0.05. Results: Multifocal retinal dysplasia 
(MRD)-like lesions were identified in 20 
Labradoodles (4.6%). Cataracts were identified in 
16 Labradoodles (3.7%). The incidence of MRD-
like lesions in Labradoodles was significantly 
greater than that in Labrador Retrievers (P< 
0.0001). There was no difference in the incidence 
of cataract between Labradoodles and Labrador 
Retrievers (P- 0.4866). Conclusions: The results of 
this study suggest that MRD is a surprisingly 
common fmding in the Labradoodle population in 
the United Kingdom. Given such an apparent 
high incidence of MRD, routine screening for 
hereditary eye disease prior to breeding is 
advised for this increasingly popular new 'breed'. 

 

 
 

ISVO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  ADDRESSES 
 

Past President:   Maurice Roze (France) 
 rozemaur@aol.com 

 
President:  Akihiko Saito (Japan) 

 akihiko-saito@triangle-ah.co.jp 
  
President Elect: Peter Bedford (UK) 
 pbedford@rvc.ac.uk 
 
Secretary:  Sandra van der Woerdt (USA) 
 Sandra.van.der.Woerdt@amcny.org 
 
Treasurer: David Maggs (USA) 

 djmaggs@ucdavis.edu 
 
Members:  Paolo Barros (Brazil) 

 pauloeye@usp.br 

Lloyd Helper (USA) 
 jandlh@comcast.net 
Bruce Robertson (Australia) 
 bruce@eyevet.com.au 
 Jose Luiz Laus (Brazil) 
 jllaus@fcav.unesp.br 
Bob Munger  (USA) 
eyedvm@AOL.COM 
 

 
 

 
 

American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(ACVO): www.acvo.org 
American Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology (ASVO): 
www.asvo.org 
 
European College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(ECVO): www.ecvo.org 
 
European Society of Veterinary Opthalmology (ESVO): 
www.esvo.org 
 
Japanese College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists (JCVO):  
www.jscvo.jp 
 
British Association of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(BrAVO): www.bravo.org.uk 
 
European School for Advanced Veterinary Studies: 
www.esavs.net 
 
Continuing Education Courses in the United Kingdom: 
www.bsava.com 
 
International Veterinary Information Service (IVIS): 
www.ivis.org 
 
LatinoAmerican College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists:  
www.clov.org 
 
Nice home page in German:  www.augentierarzt.at 

 

 
 

NOTE FROM THE ISVO TREASURER 
  
"To join ISVO, please contact the Treasurer, David Maggs, 
at djmaggs@ucdavis.edu for an application  form.   The  
current  dues  are  US$ 20 which guarantees the initial 2-
year membership. Currently there is no renewal fee after 
the member's first 2 years expire; however this is subject 
to revision." 
 
David Maggs 
Treasurer ISVO 
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